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INTRODUCTION. 



The following Letters were commenced 
without any view to publication ; but be- 
fore they were all written, the idea of 
submitting the writer's opinions to the 
public was suggested and urged by the 
Reverend Gentleman to whom they were 
addressed. The Author confesses that 
he felt but little reluctance in yielding to 
his friend's suggestion, both because of the 
deference due to the judgment of his 
adviser, and because he conceived the 
opinions controverted to be injurious in 
their tendency, and to require some cor- 
rective. If the Writer's views are just, 
his Letters may answer their end, if not 
directly, at least by stimulating some abler 
pen on the same side. If they are not 
just, some one, it is hoped, will take the 
pains to prove their fallacy, that thus, at 
any rate, the cause of truth may go un- 
injured, and its positions be the rather 
strengthened and confirmed. ^ 



^ 



IT INTRODUCTION. 

To adopt the hint of his valued friend 
and correspondent, and almost the words 
he has suggested, the Writer assures his 
readers, that " Truth is his object— that he 
is most willing to pay due deference to the 
opinions of wise, learned, and pious men, 
on this as well as on other subjects; that 
he wrote these Letters entirely irrespective 
of anything that had been written in sup- 
port of either side of the question; and that 
he did not consult the sentiments of men 
first, and then the Bible, respecting the 
subject, but, knowing merely that the 
question did exists made the Bible, and 
that alone, his text book." 

He is aware that the doctrine of Israel's 
literal restoration to Palestine is a popular 
one — that it has been favoured by some of 
the wisest, most learned, and best men in 
the Church of Christ, and that it is still 
maintained by the majority of Christians. 
But, however popular prepossession may be 
shocked at witnessing this favourite doc- 
trine cited at the bar of Reason and of 
Scripture, it should be remembered, that 
other opinions, long maintained by erudi- 
tion, and still more widely prevalent, have 
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INTRODUCTION. 

been cited there before, and long since 
convicted of gross imposture. Nothing 
was ever more offensive to popular pre- 
judice than the first annunciations of 
Christianity, when the declarations of 
Christ attached the stamp of falsehood to 
the secular interpretations of the Scrip- 
tures given by the carnal Jews. The 
Crusades, now so justly regarded as fana- 
tical, and which, perhaps, may not inaptly 
illustrate the practical tendency of this 
doctrine, were sanctioned by all the erudi- 
tion and popular favour of centuries. The 
first breath of Protestantism was depre- 
cated as the menace of a moral plague, 
and its tengts regarded as monstrous in- 
novations on unquestionable truth. The 
history of science teems with illustrations 
of the fact, that error may long remain 
garrisoned witliin the fortress of popular 
opinion, and be fortified by the bulwarks 
of learning. The unavailable philosophy 
of Aristotle might have amused, impeded, 
and school-ridden the world until now, had 
not Bacon arraigned it at the tribunal of 
scrutiny and common sense; yet iheNoo/wi 
Organum, now so justly appreciated as the 
v3 
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ISTKODUCTION. 

effort of a mighty mind, struggling to 
liberate imprisoned truth, was at first 
assailed as dangerous and revolutionary. 
Those innovators, Copernicus and Gahleo, 
suffered persecution and imprisonment, 
though Newton be now enshrined in 
favour. The Ptolemaic system of Astro- 
nomy was long maintained, and favoured 
even by Bacon himself, though now re- 
jected by the world of science. The late 
analyses of Sir H, Davy, have falsified 
some of the maxims of alchymy, which to 
have assailed a few years since, without 
actual experiment, would have been 
deemed the lieight of chemical heterodoxy. 
Let the consideration of these facts pro- 
pitiate the reader, and allow him to 
approach the subject now investigated in 
the attitude of inquiry. Far be it from 
the Writer to indulge the ridiculous vanity 
of comparing himself with the great men 
whose detections of popular errors he has 
alluded to. His aim is only to impress 
upon the reader ^he possibility that exists 
of the doctrine now questioned being like- 
wise a popular error, and to bring it fairly 
to the test of examination. For inasmuch 
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as the errors which, on account of their 
strong hold of the public mind, required the 
mental energy of a Luther or a Bacon to 
expose, prevailed almost every where, where 
Christianity or philosophy was known ; the 
doctrine of Israel's literal restoration to 
Palestine, which, he presumes, has been 
rarely examined, and though one of the 
dogmas of the popular creed, has never 
excited much general interest, may be ex- 
ploded, if false, without much credit due 
to his sagacity or perseverance, by one 
'^ of the lowest of the people." 

The subject is important, not only in 
relation to the interests of the Jews, but 
highly so to the Christian Church likewise ; 
because, if the doctrine contested be falla- 
cious, the principles of scriptural inter- 
pretation by which it is maintained are 
fallacious also; and, if not exposed and 
exploded, are calculated to sap the founda- 
tions of truth, to cherish the rank weeds of 
fanaticism, mislead the ignorant, misdirect 
the zealous, obstruct the progress of true 
religion, and weaken the efforts-^of those 
who scripturally seek the moral renovation 
of the world. 
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The inquiry not one of mere specnlation, bat important.— Tlie doctrine, if 
true, may involve important dnties ; if false, may lead to serious evils.— 
Apposite remark of Oliver Cromwell. — If the Jews are to be distinguished 
on their conversion above other converts, it must be on the ground of some 
distinct relation to the Divine Being.— The question of this distinct relation 
examined. — ^Thelr distinct relation to God only that of rebellious children. — 
This relation not necessarily favourable to the doctrine. — Whether their 
distinct relation involves any distinction in their future history, or suggests. 
any special duties to Christians, questional^le. — If their future distinction 
in any way be questionable, those extraordinary dhtinctiona insisted upon 
by some persons in the present day, much more so.— To suppose it before 
their conversion preposterous ; after their conversion contrary to the spirit 
and the letter of the Gospel pp. 13 — 20 
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The subject more ftiily entered npon. — ^Tbree hypotheses proposed for inves. 
tigation, — 1. The restoration of the Jews to Palestine; their pre-eminent 
dignity ; personal and visible reign of Christ amongst them, and the con* 
version of the Gentiles by their instrumentality. — 2. Their restoration to 
the Divine favour, with some peculiar tokens of national distinction, 
without assuming what. — 3. Their conversion merely, without any dis- 
Hnguishing proofs of Divine regard. — ^The first hypothesis objectionable, 
because unsupported by the New Testament. — If the doctrine be true, this 
-Absence of New Testament support very remarkable. — Not a satisfactory 
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tion.— Also the words, ** Behold, your house is left unto you desolate," 
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The literal application of the Old Testament prophecies to the future circum- 
stances of the Jewish nation, incompatible with the genius of Christianity. — 
The character of the Jews OJ the Church, not as a favourite nation, the 
specific object of prophetic allusion.— Importance of this fact— >Tbe pro- 
pheta moved by " the Spirit of Christ.**— The dispensation of Christianity, 
the fulfilment of God's covenant with Abraham. — " The times of the 
restitution of all things," what it refers to.— The Divine object in selecting 
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XU C0NTEKT8. 

preservation miracu/oiM.— The doctrine rappoaei dlitlnctloas 

and Gentile which Chriitianity has destroyad.^^There ut 

seem directly opposed toit...« •••• pp. 
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they will be converted before the Gentiles contraiy to Scriptm;) 
consequently, the notion that the Jews will be chief agtots ta tke mmm 
of the Gentiles. — ^The continued national existence of the J«wb do pMf 'I 
the Divine intention to employ them as agents In the tfonvcnlon tf M 
Gentiles. — ^Their scattered condition no proof of snch IntcnttoiL Iwl 
reasonable, as well as more scrlptnral, to expeet the finnitim vBfel 
converted first.— Promised effusion of the Spirit on the Jew*.— No pfiril 
to expect they will be converted by any other than OfidUaary : 
Personal reign of Christ— Millennium — both nnscriptnral doctiinfb-4i| 
marks of the late Rev. John Coolce, of Maidenhead, on. I>r. GUPi'i 
tion of the Millennium ••• • « pp. m-|ft| 
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peculiar tokens of the divine favour without assuming tnJMcf . — ; 
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just what might be expected.— Their sudden conversion aalll^jw-4h# 
national existence, supposing them to be converted after all other pce^^ 
improbahle as it would be if converted sooner.— The third faypiMl 
affirmed as conclusive of the whole matter, that the Jews -will iisf Itl^ 
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Do the Scriptures predict the future Restoration 
of the Jetvs to Palestine? 



The Inquiry not one of mere speculation, but ImportsnL — The 
doctrine, if true, miy involve imporiaoi duties; if falw, may 
lead lo^erious evils.— Apposite remark of Oliver Ctomwell.— If 

conrem, it must be on Ihe ground of some distinct relation lo Iho 
Divine Being.— The question of lhi» distinct relation eia- 
mined. — Their distinct rclolion lo God only (hat of rebelliota 
children.— This relation not neeemorify favourable to the doc- 
Irine— Whelher their distinct relation involves any distinction 
in tlietr future history, orsu|;geali any special duties to Christiani,' 
quettionable. — If their future distinction in any way be que»-- 
lionable, those extraardirmrn distinctions in^ted upon by some' 
perions in the pretent day, much inoie so. — To suppose it be-i 
fore tlieir conversion prepoileruus ; afler their 
tniry (o the spirit and the letter of the Gospel. 



January, 183S. 

My dear Friend, 

In conformity with your wishes, I shall 
endeavour to investigate this question, 
which, I am aware, presents itself to your 
mind, as it does to my own, not as one 
of mere speculation, but, as possibly in- 
volving, in one view of it, very important 
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practical conclusions^ and certainly, in 
another, the condemnation of much that 
is said and done, by some respectable 
persons, as detrimental to the cause of 
truth. For, as Oliver Cromwell saga- 
ciously observed, when the question on 
the expediency of naturalizing the Jews 
in England was pending: '^ Since the 
Scriptures predict the conversion of the 
Jews, it is our duty to employ suitable 
means to bring it about;" — so now it may 
be supposed, and is by some affirmedy-*-if 
their restoration be predicted, it is oar 
duty to employ suitable means to promote 
it. But if it be not predicted, it may be 
inferred, then any efforts to such an end 
will be as fruitless in result as fallacious in 
principle, and perhaps attended with con- 
sequences positively injurious. 

If the Jews are to be not only re- 
instated in the Divine favour, but to ex- 
perience peculiar manifestations of that 
favour beyond the lot of other converts 4 
if they are to be recognized, on their con- 
version, as they were before their " casting 
away," as the peculiar people of God above 
all other people, it must be because they 
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now stand in a relation to God different 
from that in which other nations stand 
towards Him, possessing in that different 
relation a special ground to expect His 
pre-eminent regard. 

Our inquiries, then, must be, in the 
first place, directed to ascertain, if possible, 
in what this difference of relation, if there 
be any such difference, consists. We shall 
consider the questions separately. 

Firsty Do the Jews now stand in any 
relation to God different from that in 
which the rest of the unbelieving world 
stand towards Him? Secondly ^ If they 
do, what are the grounds of this different 
relation ? 

It is the Divine testimony that they 
were, in a peculiar sense, the people of 
God ; and the peculiarities by which they 
were indicated to be such are evident. To 
them alone, of all the people in the earth, 
were committed the oracles of God. To 
them pertained the adoption by the world's 
Great Parent, in preference to all the other 
tribes of men, as His own children ; and 
the glory of the Divine presence and com- 
munion, and the covenants, recognizing and 
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16 LETTER T. 

confirming their peculiar relation; aoi| 
the giving of the law, while all other 
people were a law unto themselves; aodj 
the service of God, while the multitude 
"sought out many inventions/* and *' served 
idols ;" and the promises of future bk»> 
ings to the world through Messiah^ wluk 
all the human race beside were tossed ob 
the restless ocean of uncertainty, tOQ 
fathomless to anchor in, too boundlea 
to explore, and too much wrapped in 
darkness to present a haven to the keenert 
view. Of the Jews were the Fathers,--'^ 
Patriarchs and Prophets, — distinguishedas 
the favourites of Heaven and the depon- 
taries of its will ; and, of them, as ctmcent- 
ing the fieshy Christ came who is over all, 
God, blessed for ever. But the very end 
of Christ's advent being that all might le 
saved, and salvation consisting in the pn>^ 
per knowledge of Christ, it is obvious that 
the middle wall of partition between Jew 
and Gentile was broken down when Christ 
was set forth to be *' a propitiation, through 
faith in his blood ;" and it was declared that 
as God was the God of the Jews, so He 
was " of the Gentiles also;" seeing it is one 



God which shall justify the circumcision 
by faith, and the imcircuMcision throtigk 
faith. 

Had the Jews now happily believed in 
Him, of whom their fathers wrote, a blessed 
annihilation of their pecuhar distinctions 
would have succeeded beneath the equal 
love of the great Shepherd and Bishop of 
souls, in whom " there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, circumcision nor uncircumcision, 
male nor female, bond nor free," but all 
are alike, whatever were their former dis- 
tinctions, children of God by faith in 
Christ Jeftis. So that the natural con- 
clusion would be, that the Jews stand now 
in precisely the same circumstances as the 
unbelieving world in general, and that the 
highest glory to which they can attain 
being one equally attainable by others, 
that is, " power to become the sons of 
God," they are not to be regarded as a 
people at any future period of time to be 
distinguished above other people, but only "M 
destined, in common with others, to parti- 
dpate in the blessedness of the day when 
"the knowledge of the Lord shall cover 
the earth." This, it is said, would be the 
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natural conclusion ; but^ as such a conci- 
sion is contested^ — '^ to the word and to tk 
testimony." It is true, they are referred to 
by the Apostle after their national rejection, 
as ^^the natural branches/' and, ''as toud^ 
ing the election, beloved for the FaUieft 
s£^es." It is true, also, that the feelings of 
our nature respond to the principle here 
developed, and such expressions as these 
suggest the idea that the Jews, though 
monuments of the Divine displeasure in all 
nations, are still regarded with a father'^ 
heart by the God of Abraham, and, thoogb 
rebellious children, are remembered to be 
children still. But to conclude that he- 
cause they sustain the relation of rebellioiM 
children, they possess a special ground to 
expect any peculiar manifestation of the 
Divine regard, upon their conyersioo, 
above other nations, also the ** children of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus," would be 
altogether premature. 

The relation, then, in which the Jews 
stand to the Divine Being, appears to be 
that of rebellious children in a sense dis- 
tinct from any in which the designation 
can be applicable to other people^ because 
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no other people have been similarly si- 
tuated ; " as concerning the Grospel, ene- 
mies for your sakes ; but, as touching the 
election, beloved for the Fathers' sakes ; for 
the gifts and callings of God are withotrt 
repentance." The grounds of this distinct 
relation are, FirM, their ancient adoption; 
and, Seccndhjy their subsequent rqection 
of Christ who came to His own, while they 
received Him not. Upon the first ground, 
'^ beloved for the Fathers' sakes ;** upon the 
second, the Lord's witnesses against them- 
selves in all lands whither they are scat- 
tered, and illustrating, by their national 
degradation and dispersion, more remark- 
ably than any other people, the judgments 
of God upon the children of disobedience. 
Whether this distinct relation may involve 
any distinction in their future history, or 
whether it may present any special claims, 
or suggest any special duties on their 
behalf to Christian philanthropy, are fur- 
ther questions. I shall only observe now, 
that if it be questionable, as I certainly 
conceive it to be, whether these " natural 
branches" will be ^^ graffed again into their 
own olive-tree" with any distingUMking 
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proofs of the Divine welcome, much more 
so is the averment of some that they will 
be gathered to their own land, and enjoy 
a national glory and distinction under the 
personal reign of Christ, that shall cause 
them to be recognised by the rest of the 
world as the most elevated, dignified, and 
highly-favoured of all the nations of the 
earth. 

To suppose this superior dignity will 
be enjoyed while they continue in unbelief, 
is an idea too preposterous to be enter- 
tained for a moment; for, whatever the 
restoration may be, it is promised only on 
repentance. To suppose this dignity shall 
follow on their embracing the Gospel, 
seems a direct contradiction to its spirit 
and declaration, that Christ hath broken 
down the middle-wall of partition between 
Jew and Gentile, that both might be one. 

But the further consideration of the 
subject, I leave for the present. 

Yours, &c. 
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The subject more flilly entered upon. — Three hypotheses proposed 
for investigation. — 1. The restoration of the Jews to Palestine ; 
their pre-eminent dignity ; personal and visible reign of Christ 
amongst them, and the conversion of the Gentiles by their in- 
strumentality. — 2. Their restoration to the Diinne favour, with 
some peculiar tokens of national distinction, without assuming 
what. — 3. Their conversion merely t without any distingmshir^ 
proofs of Divine regard. — The first hypothesis objectionable, 
because unsupported by the New Testament. — If the doctrine 
be true, this absence of New Testament support very remark- 
able. — Not a satisfactory answer to say the New Testament 
Writers had more interesting and important topics to engage 
them ; nor to say that when the New Testament was written 
the Jews were not yet dispersed. — The words of our Lord, 
'' until the times of the Gentiles," nothing in favour of the 
doctrine. — Paraphrase of His prediction. 



February 25, 18^8. 

My dear Friend, 

I RESUME the subject of my former 
letter, and proceed to the consideration of 
the following distinct hypotheses, all of 
which were referred to, at least by impli- 
cation, in the preliminary matter of my 
last. 

Firsts It is maintained by some persons, 
that the Scriptures teach us that the Jews 
shall not only be converted, but that they 
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shall be collected and restored as a nation 
to their own land ; and that, as a nation, 
they will be in some way more dignified 
and honourable than any other people ; that 
the Messiah will personally and visibly 
reign amongst them ; and that, by their 
instrumentality, " the fulness of the Gen- 
tiles" will be brought in. 

Secondly, Others of more moderate 
views consider that the Scriptures teach 
us, simply, that the Jews shall be converted 
and be restored to the Divine favour with 
some peculiar tokens of national distinc- 
tion, without defining what those peculiar 
tokens will be. 

Thirdly, A third class, rejecting the two 
former hypotheses, believe that the Scrip- 
tures teach us that the Jews shall be con- 
verted, but afford no warrant for the 
opinion that they will be distinguished in 
any way whatever after their conversion 
from other people of the Christian com- 
munity. 

The first hypothesis involves several 
particulars: — 1. *'The Jews shall be con- 
verted." This may be dismissed with the 
necessary concession of its truth required 
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by the prediction, that ^^ the knowledge of 
the Lord shall cover the earth," and that 
'^ all shall know the I^rd, frona the least 
unto the greatest/' 

2. " They shall be collected and restored 
as a nation to their own land," &c, &ev &c. 
These notions may be considered together, 
many of the passages adduced as predict- 
ing the one, including some or all of the 
others, and synchronizing on a literal inter- 
pretation, in the fulfilment; but they are 
unsupported by the New Testament, and 
go on the presumption that certain pro- 
phecies contained in the 01d> predicting 
the future prosperity of Israel, have a 
literal application to the Jew^ us a nation. 

The New Testament is indeed in per- 
fect harmony with the predictions of the 
Old, that, ultimately, ^* all shall know the 
Lord," but does not hint in the remotest 
way at a literal restoration of the Jews to 
the national possession and inheritance of 
their own land. Now, as nothing is more 
striking than the general harmony sub- 
sisting between the Old and New Testa- 
ments, it must, at least, be admitted as 
very singular, if, as it is alleged^ every 
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propliet foretells the event in question, and 
is inspired to give it a prominence in his 
annunciations, that the New Testament 
writers, who were Jews, never confirm the 
prediction. Supposing this discrepancy, 
or absence of harmony to exist, it surely is 
capable of being a-ccounted for ; and, in 
order to this, perhaps it will be said that 
the predictions of the Old Testament pro- 
■phets having been addressed to the Jews 
as a nation, might very properly refer to 
future events, interesting to them as such, 
but not particularly so to any other peo- 
ple, and therefore unnecessary to be touched 
upon by those whose business it was to 
write and speak for the benefit and instruc- 
tion of the universal Church. 

This answer is very unsatisfactory ; for, 
in the first place, provided the restoration 
of the Jews is to take place, the event is as 
important to the Jews now, and was as im- 
portant to the Jews of apostolic times, as 
it was to the Jews of old ; and if they are 
to form so considerable, so pre-eminent a 
portion of the Christian Church, as it is 
said by some they will, the New Testament 
will be their " sure word of prophecy," as 




well as our's ; and the predicted restora. * 
tion was surely a direct subject for apostolic 
confirmation and comment, and claimed 
the general suffrage of the New Testament 
writers ; while, on the other hand, it' those 
prophecies referred to predict no other' 
events than such as occurred precious to 
the Christian era, or only the general pros- 
perity of the cause of Christ, the difficulty 
arising from an apparent want of harmony 
between the Old and New Testaments 
vanishes. Again, it is urged, that the pre- 
dicted restoration lays the Christian body 
under certain obligations, and devolves 
upon it certain duties, in reference to the 
event ; if so, Christiana needed some spfr. 
cific instructions on the subject under the 
new dispensation, because without them 
they were liable, as facts prove, to question 
the existence of the prediction itself, and, 
consequently, of the obligations and duties 
involved. And we are reduced to the 
dilemma, if we admit the doctrine, of con- 
cluding, either that there are no duties 
thence arising to Christians, or that the 
New Testament is defective as a rule of 
Christian practice. The latter we shall 
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tiot allow, and therefore consistency dic- 
tates that no attempt should be made to 
establish that as a ground of duty which 
we admit is not so. 

Secondly, In the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
written by a Jew, and displaying a most 
complete acquaintance with the old dis- 
pensation, and with the condition and views 
of their nation, and in which, as it was 
written to converted Jews while their 
nation was in a state of great temporal 
abasement, some reference to their future 
national prosperity might have been ex- 
pected, and would certainly have been in- 
teresting, there is no encouragement given 
to the opinion. But in the Sth chapter, 
and also in the 9th and 10th, the nature of 
the " new covenant," made with " the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah," 
is explained as essentially different from 
the old, which is described as *' ready to 
vanish;" and this "new covenant" obviously 
means the Gospel dispensation, and con- 
sequently cannot be considered as having 
an exclusive application to the Jews. We 
see then, that Christianity is set forth as 
the fulfilment of this prophecy respecting 
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the " new covenant," and the prophecies <rf ■ 
which Christianity is thus affirmed to be the 
fulfilment are some of those very same upon 
which the opinion in question rests.— Jer. 
xxxi. xxxiii. &c. " But this shall be the cove- 
nantthat I willmalte with thehouse of Israel; 
After those days, saith the Lord, I will put 
my law in their inward parts, and write It in 
their hearts; and I will be their God, aud 
they shall be my people." — And chap, xxxii. 
40, " And I will make an everlasting cove- 
nant with them, that I will not turn away 
from them to do them good ; but I will put 
my fear in their hearts, that they shall not 
depart from me," &c. — Ezek. xi. 19, '* And 
I will give them one heart, and I will put 
a new spirit within you ; and I will take 
the stony heart out of their flesh, and will 
give them an heart of flesh," &c. — Chap, 
xxxvi. 26, " A new heart also will I give 
you, and a new spirit will I put within 
you ; and 1 will take away the stony heart 
out of your flesh, and I will give you 
an heart of flesh." Besides, the 11th of 
Hebrews, 10th, 13th, I4th, 15th, and 16th 
verses, seem directly opposed to a literal 
interpretation, assuring us that the matters 
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of divine promise made to the fathers were 
objects of faith, and that by faith they saw 
them, and are now inheriting them above: 
" For he looked for a city which hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker is 
God." " These all died in faith, not having 
received the promises, but having seen 
them afar oflP, and were persuaded of them, 
and embraced them, and confessed that 
they were strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth. For they that say such things; 
declare plainly that they seek a country. 
And truly if they had been mindful of that 
countcy from whence they came out, they 
might have had opportunity to have re- 
turned. But now they desire a better 
country, that is, an heavenly : wherefore 
God is not ashamed to be called their 
God : for he hath prepared for them a 
city." 

Thirdly. The Aposle Paul, whose heart's 
desire and prayer to God for Israel was, 
that they might be saved, and who so 
often and so warmly expresses the solici- 
tude of his soul for his " brethren according 
to the flesh," and who wrote to explain to 
them their ancient ritual, and to prove the 



fulfilment both of timt and of prophecy in 
the person and Gospel of Christ ; and who, 
in his Epistle to the Romans, expressly, 
and at considerable length, refers to their 
existing circumstances and future conver- 
sion, never once alludes to such an event 
as their literal restoration to Palestine and - 
national importance. Nor did even our 
Lord, who was also himself a Jew, and 
foretold the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
wept at the prospect of its woes. He did 
indeed limit the period of ruthless tyranny 
and reckless oppression, when he said, 
"Jerusalem shall be trodden under foot of 
the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled ;" but this language appears to 
me to bring strong presumptive evidence 
against the idea of a literal restoration ; 
because if, by the word "'until" he had 
intended to intimate that, when the times 
of the Gentiles arrived, Jerusalem would 
then not only cease to he trodden under 
the foot of tyranny, but be restored to its 
original circumstances ; the intimation was 
extremely dark, and liable, as the present 
controversy proves, to another construction 
demanded by the geiieral tenor of the 
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New Testament. Whereas, if He intended 
to say merely that Jerusalem should be 
trodden under foot until oppressors ceased 
from the earth, when, in common with 
other places, it should enjoy the blessings 
of universal peace and love, his words are 
free from all obscurity, and fully convey 
their intended sense, and are not liable to 
any other construction as demanded by 
the general tenor of the New Testament. 
For, observe, the expression is not '^ until 
the times of the Restoration," but '^ until 
the times of the Gentiles;" and, by re- 
currence to the Prophets, we find ^^ the 
times" alluded to are those when the 
distinction of Gentiley as well as that of 
JeWf shall merge in the universal title of 
Christian; and, when that time shall arrive, 
let who may inhabit the land of Judea and 
Jerusalem, it would be obviously unsuitable 
to say, in reference to those pious inha- 
bitants, that Jerusalem wa3 still trodden 
under foot of the Gentiles. I take the 
passage to be fairly paraphrased as follows : 
"The day of Jerusalem's sorrows is ap- 
proaching ; the armies of its desolators 
draw nigh, and soon its destruction will 
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be accomplished, and it shall never cease 
to be desolate and oppressed until the 
-blessed period arrive when the Gentiles 
diall oppress no more, and when all lands 
shall rejoice and blossom as the rose." 
Compare the passage with Gen. xxviii. 15, 
I Sam. XV. 35. Rom. v. 13, Mai. xiv. 25, 
and Matt.v. 18, and I presume the correct- 
ness of this paraphrase will appear highly 
probable. The Lord says to Jacob, " I 
will not leave thee uniU I have done that 
which I have spoken to thee of." Did the 
Lord mean to say He would leave him 
then? — " And Samuel came no more to see 
Saul until the day of his death." Did he 
come then ?— " Until tlie law, sin was in 
the world." Did sin leave the world when 
the law came ? — Christ, at the last supper, 
said, " \'erily I say unto you, I will drink 
no more of the fruit of the vine until that 
day that I drink it new in the kingdom of 
God." Did Christ mean, that in the king- 
dom of God He would hterally drink of 
the fruit of the vine ? — Jesus said, " Till 
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle 
shall in nowise pass from the law, till all 
be fulfilled." Did He mean to say that 
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when heaven and earth passed, the holy 
law of God should be dishonoured ? These 
quotations sufficiently prove that the word 
until does not always imply limitation, or 
alteration ; much less the exact and literal 
recurrence of a former circumstance. The 
bringing in of the Gentiles is, doubtless, 
the event predicted in those reiterated 
announcements of prophecy, which, if taken 
literally, appear only to foretell the future 
restoration and prosperity of the Jews. 
But, surely, the former seems to be a sub- 
ject more in consonance with the general 
tenor of Divine Truth, and more worthy 
the so frequent inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost, — not that *^ Israel and Judah" onlt/, 
be one kingdom under David, but that 
the whole world be covered with the know- 
ledge of the true God, and the ransomed 
flock of every kindred, tribe, and clime, be 
'* idl one" under Christ, the one Shepherd. 
Nor will it satisfactorily account for the 
silence of the New Testament writers, sup- 
posing the doctrine to be true, to say, that 
when the New Testament was penned, the 
Jews were not yet dispersed; and that, 
therefore, any allusion to their restoration. 
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before that event had taken place, would 
have been unnatural. The New Testament 
writers were fully aware that Jerusalem 
was to be destroyed, and the destruction of 
the city involved the dispersion of its inha- 
bitants. Christ himself, as already noticed, 
had predicted that event, and the pro- 
phecies which are supposed to imply the 
future restoration of the Jews, speak quite 
as explicitly of the rebuilding of Jerusalem ; 
and, with the information they possessed, 
and with the prophecies- in mind, it would 
have been quite as natural, and in place, 
(provided they had regarded it as a matter 
of truth and importance,) if they had no- 
ticed and confirmed the testimony of the 
prophets to the rebuilding of Jerusalem, 
as it was to refer, as they did refer, to the 
abrogation of the Jewish polity, and to the 
prophetic testimony that, eventually, ^' all 
Israel shall be saved." Besides, the answer 
imagined, would suppose the silence of the 
New Testament writers to be maintained 
out of regard to what was natural in a 
certain degree^ to the neglect of what was 
(according to those who may assign the 
answer) important in a much greater 
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degree. For the order of nature is pre- 
served, in reference to the few years that 
intervened between the period of their 
writing and the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and the instruction of the Church is sacri- 
jficed to this punctiUous regard for critical 
correctness throughout the many centuries 
that have succeeded. 

But if it were allowed (which it cannot 
be) that the mention of Israel's restoration, 
previous to their dispersion, would have 
been unnatural, a parallel strain of rea- 
soning will not explain why the Apostles 
did not refer to their future temporal pros- 
perity, supposing such prosperity to be a 
subject of correct expectation. We have 
before glanced at their temporal abasement 
beneath the Roman yoke, which was a 
matter of obvious, bitter, and confessed 
experience by the Jews themselves; the 
departed glory of their religious character 
and polity, and their national rejection by 
God, were, as^ noticed, the subjects of New 
Testament announcement and lament; 
and their conversion the delightful theme 
of apostolic anticipation, as their resto- 
ration to national dignity was the subject 
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of Jewish expectancy ; and yet the New 
Testament contains not a sentence to con- 
firm the hope of their future reinstatement 
in national importance and temporal dig- 
nity and honour. No glory is referred to 
but that which shall encircle^ not only the 
'^ remnant according to the election of 
grace** of the house of Israel, but all ^' the 
elect," of every name with eqtud radiance, 
and shine on every land alike. Duly 
weighing these considerations, it is pre- 
sumed, that no one could reasonably persist 
in. the objection, that it would have been 
unnatural, or premature, in the New Tes- 
tament writers, to refer to the restoration 
before the dispersion had taken place, pro- 
vided such restoration were an object of 
justifiable prospicience. Should any one, 
however, thus persist, he must admit, as 
fair reasoning upon the same principles, 
what is palpably false, viz. that the Apostles 
did not refer to the future temporal pros- 
perity of the Jewsy because the Jews were 
not yet in circumstances of adversity. We 
know they were in adversity, and most 
eagerly desired a better state of things. 
I may just notice Matt, xxiii. 38, 39, 
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^' Behold, your house is left unto you de- 
solate ; for I say unto you. Ye shall not see 
me henceforth till ye shall say. Blessed is 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord ;" 
a very zealous advocate for the doctrine 
might possibly think the restoration glanced 
at here. But the supposition is so com- 
pletely gratuitous and unnecessary, that 
I must prefer understanding it in its ob- 
vious and unquestionable meaning, without 
any such further meaning appended. Ye 
shall not see me again until, believing I 
am the true Messiah, ye shall say. Blessed, 
&c. &c. When they are converted this 
will be their language, as with the eye 
of faith they ''behold the man," and no 
other event will be required to justify the 
Saviour's declaration. To me the passage 
appears in perfect consistency with the 
general tenor of the New Testament, 
which I conceive to be against the doc- 
trine ; and, so far from considering this 
passage as affording any corroboration of 
it, I really think its spirit is altogether on 
the other side. 

The omission then of the New Testa- 
ment writers to confirm the prediction in 
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question, supposing such prediction to 
exist, is still unaccounted for; but, sup- 
posing no such prediction to exist, the 
silence of the New Testament on the sub- 
ject is explained ; while, in spirit, it is 
found to be in most perfect accordance 
with the Old, in those very passages upon 
which the contested hypothesis is reared, 
when those passages are interpreted as 
alluding to Gospel times and to the uni- 
yersal Church, and in the spirit of the 
apostolic interpretations, Heb. viii. Heb. 
xi. 13, to the end ; and 2 Cor. iii. 6, to the' 
end. A perysal of those passages in the 
Old Testament, which are adduced to 
prove the literal restoration, in the 
spirit of these just cited from the New, 
may be sufficient to prove the spiritu- 
ality of meaning to be attached to the 
former. 

Having then arrived at the conclusion^ 
that the New Testament gives no con- 
firmation to the opinion under examination, 
but rather discourages it^ by assigning a 
spiritual meaning to some of the prophecies 
upon which that opinion is founded, and 
obtaining no satisfactory reason for its 
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sUence on the subject^ except upon the 
presumption that a literal restoration is 
not foretold, we naturally and fairly pro- 
ceed to inquire — How far does the genius 
of Christianity accord with the literal ap- 
plication of the Old Testament prophecies 
to the future circumstances of the Jewish 
nation ? 

I hope, in two or three days, to send 
you some observations in reply to this 
question. The Father of Lights preserve 
me from darkening divine counsel! So 
pray for. 

Yours, &c. 
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The literal application of the Old Teitament prophecies to the 
future circumstancet of the Jewish nation, incompatible with 
Ae genins of Christianity.— The character of the Jews €u the 
Cktireh, not at afmowarUe mUiou, the specific olgect of prophetic 
allusion.— Importance of this facL — The prophets moved by 
<* the Sfniit of Chxist"— The dispensation of Christianity, the 
fulfilmentof God's covenant with Abraham. — " The times of the 
restitution of all things," what it refers to. — The Divine object 
in sdecting the Jewish nation. — Inference.— New Testament 
allunons to the Old Testament language, and the use made of 
those allnsions, against the doctrine. — Testimonies of John the 
Baptist, Joseph of Arimathea, Simeon, Anna, Zacharias, Gabriel, 
St. Paul, James, Peter, and Christ himself. 



My dear Friend, 

I HAVE now to consider the following 
question. '^How far does the genius of 
Christianity accord with the literal appli-* 
cation of the Old Testament prophecies 
to the future circumstances of the Jewish 
nation T 

To suppose such accordance, we must 
relinquish the idea that the special 

c2 
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that '^ all the prophets from Samuel and 
those that follow after, as many as have 
iSpoken, have likewise foretold of these 
days^ (Acts iii. 24) ; and the next verse 
evidently implies that the dispensation of 
Christianity was the fulfilment of the 
covenant which God made with the fa- 
thers, *' saying unto Ahraham^ And in thy 
seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be 
blessed." '* The times of the restitution 
of all things," mentioned in verse 21, (if 
the allusion be to any thing of which earth 
will be the stage,) can only refer generally 
to the state or condition of things, and not 
to the adventitious circumstances of things ; 
to the reign of righteousness, interrupted 
by the fall, but re-established for ever, when 
the kingdoms of this world shall become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and 
not to the re-establishment of any particular 
earthly kingdom, Jew or Gentile." But the 
direct allusion of this phrase seems to be, 
like Matt. xvii. 1 1, to Mai. iv. 6, and other 
passages predicting the return of human 
affections to the Being who best deserves 
them, and from whom, alas ! they have been 
too long alienated. Compare Luke L 16, 17. 



Admitting, then, that the Divine object, 
as developed in the New Testament, in 
selecting the Jewish nation as the de- 
positary of the Divine will, and the subject 
of Heaven's peculiar favour, was, that in 
Abrabam's seed all nations should be blessed, 
a literal application of the prophecies 
in question, to the future circumstances 
of the Jewish nation, appears to be at 
variance with the genius of Christianity. 

Tl^e frequent allusions, also, in the New 
Testament, to the figurative language era- 
ployed in the Old, to describe the promised 
glory of Messiah's kingdom, and the use 
made of those allusions, furnish powerful 
evidence that the glory promised to Israel 
" in the latter days," was exclusively " the 
knowledge of the glory of God," which 
should universally prevail, and make "Je- 
rusalem the praise of the whole earth, 
a joy of many generations," A "kingdom" 
was promised, and the carnal Jews ex- 
pected " that when Messias came, he 
would restore all things," in a manner 
consonant with their own secular views : 
in the spirit of those views, he was asked, 
." Wilt thou, at this time, restore again the 
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kingdoni unto Israel r but his answer 
tfien afforded no encouragement tg l^heijir 
low; expectations^ and Jphn Baptist ha4 
before intimated the nature of the kiboig? 
dcHn promised^ when he px9flaimed the 
coming of his Lord, and said, " T,he^ingr 
dom of Heaven is at hand ;'* fpi;, of tibat 
kingdom, our Lord expresssly says, '* My: 
kingdom is not of this world/* " Th^^ 
greatest" and "the least" in this kingdpip,f 
are stated to be those who are most' or 
least observant of the. commandments of 
God, Matt. V. 19. Joseph of Ariuiathea 
'^waited for the kingdom of God/V of 
courje, in dependance on the Divine testi- 
mony, that the kingdom, spoken of by the 
prophets should be established ; but Joseph 
was evidently satisfied that " the kingdom^ 
of God" was come, now that Messias ap^ 
peared amongst men. When Jesus entered 
Jerusalem in peaceful triumph, he made 
no objection to the loud hosanna, "Blessed 
be the kingdom of our father David, that 
Cometh in the name of the Lord !" which 
he would have done, most certainly, if the 
prophets had predicted any other king- 
dom than that of " righteousness, and 



peace, and joy, in the Holy Ghost." Wheil 
his disciples sought his instructions hoW 
to pray, he taught them to say, " Thy 
kingdom come." He was careful to teach 
thian that His kingdom was not of this 
vHtfiA; and wkat kingdom would they sup- 
p*j^e, or ought they to hare supposed, he 
twUs directed their minds to, in the holy 
h'tfUT of prayer, hut to his own spiritual 
Irf^'gdom, in its future glory, when the 
heathen shall be given to him for his in- 
heritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for his possession ? John Baptist is 
declared to be the messenger prophesied 
ofj as the precursor of our Lord ; and, on 
reference to the prophecy, Mai. iii. it will 
be seen, in the 3d and 4th verses, which, 
f^en out of their connexion, might be 
sil|>posed to allude only to a future season 
of national prosperity and piety amongst 
the Jews, that tlie offerings of " the sons 
of Levi," and of " Judah and Jerusalem," 
describe the spiritual sacrifices which 
should be the immediate fruit of Christ's 
mission. " When he was demanded of 
the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God 
should come, he answered and said. The 
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kingdom of God Cometh not with ob^ 
servation^ (or outward shew) neither shall 
they say, here ! or lo ! there ! for, behold, 
the kingdom of God is within you, (or 
among you.)" If the Pharisees were 
really correct in their understanding of 
the prophets, and a temporal kingdom 
really were promised to be set up under 
Messiah in Palestine, our Lord's reply 
was not according to truth* Again, 
Christ said to his disciples, ** I tell you 
of a truth, there be some standing here 
which shall not taste of death, till they 
see the kingdom of God," Luke ix. 27 ; or 
" the Son of Man coming in his kingdom," 
Matt. xvi. 28 ; or *' the kingdom of God 
come with power," Mark ix. 1. Simeon 
waited *' for the consolation of Israel ;" and 
when the infant Messias was in his arms, 
he exclaimed, '' Lord, now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace, according to thy 
fvord.' for mine eyes have seen thy salva- 
tion, which thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people; a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of thy people 
IsraeV The widowed prophetess, Anna, 
*^ coming in that instant, gave thanks 
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Eke wise unto the Lord, and spake of him 
to all them that looked for redemption 
in Jerusalem^ Upon what ground could 
Ihe prophetess have g^ven thanks at the 
birth of Christ, and have spoken of 
him, 9& she did, hut upon the ground 
of the prophetic testimony^ ** since the 
world began," as understood and stated by 
Zacharias, that the Lord had now '' visited 
and redeemed His people, and had raised 
up an horn of salvation for them in the 
house of His servant David, to pefform the 
mercy premised to their Fathers, and to 
remember his holy covenant, the oath 
which he sware to their father Abraham, 
that He would grant unto them, that they 
being delivered out of the hand of their 
enemies, might serve Him, without fear, 
in holiness and righteousness before Him 
all the days of their life V* It was thus 
that ^acharias, '^ filled with the Holy 
Ghost/' interpreted the Prophets, and de- 
clared the deliverance promised to Israel 
to be accomplished in the advent of 
Christ. Now was began that kingdom 
which should have no end, but whose glory 
should advance till its light beamed '' on 
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rfB 'that sat in darkness and the shadcw 
(iip^eathl* — Compare Jer. xi. 6 : " That 
r may perform the oath which I have 
af#brn tmto your fathers, to give them 
a knd flowing with milk and honey, as it 
ii^ this day. Then answered I, and said> 
sb be it, O Lord.'* — xxiii. 5, 'VBehold, the 
diays come, saith the Lord, that I will raise 
unto David a righteous Branch, and a King 
^hall reign and prosper, and shall execute? 
jtifdgnient and justice in the earth;" — 
sixx. 9, '' But they shall serve the Lord 
their God, and David their king, whom I 
will raiise up unto them." — xxxii. 37, '^ Be- 
hbld, I will gather them out of all countries, 
thither I have driven them in mine anger, 
itid in my fury, and in great wrath ; and I 
will bring them again unto this place, and 
I will cause them to dwell safely." — Ezek. 
xxviii. 26, '* And they shall dwell safely 
therein, and shall build houses, and plant 
vineyards ; yea, they shall dwell with con- 
fidence, when I have executed judgments 
u^on all those that despise them round 
about them ; and they shall know that I 
am the Lord their God." — xxxiv. 25, to the 
end, " And I will make with them a cove- 
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ntnrt of peace, and will cause the evil beasts 
to ' 'cbase out of the land : and they shall 
SfwdBi sbfely in the wilderness^ and sleep in 
the Woods. And I will make them, and 
die places round about my hill^ a blessing ; 
atid I will cause the shower to come down 
in' hiis season ; there shall be showers of 
blessi%. And the tree of the field shall 
yield her fruit, and the earth shall yield 
her increase, and they shall be safe in 
their Isuid, and shall know that I am the, 
Lord, when I have broken the bands of 
iSheir yoke, and delivered them out of the 
haUd of those that served themselves of 
them. « And they shall no more be a prey> 
to the heathen, neither shall the beast 
-df the land devour them, but they shall 
dwell safely, and none shall make them 
afraid. And I will raise up for them a 
pliaiit of renown, and they shall be no more 
oonsumed with hunger in the landi neither 
bew the shame of the heathen any more* 
Thus shall they know that I, the Lord 
liieir God, am with them, and that they, 
even the house of Israel, are my people, 
saith the Lord God. And ye my flock, 
the flock of my pasture, are men, and I am 
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foar God, saith the Lord God.** — xxxviii. 
8, ^ After many days thou shalt be visited : 
in the latter years thou shalt come into the 
land, that is brought back firom the sword, 
and is gathered out of many people, 
against the mountains of Israel, which 
have been always waste : but it is brought 
forth out of the nations, and they shall 
dwell safely all of them." — ^Zeph. iii. 15, to 
the end, ^^ The Lord hath taken away thy 
judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy : 
the king of Israel, even the Lord, is in the 
midst of thee : thou shalt not see evil any 
more. In that day it shall be said to 
Jerusalem, Fear thou not : and to Zion, 
Let not thine hands be jslack. The Lord 
thy God in the midst of thee is mighty ; 
he will save, he will rejoice over thee with 
joy ; he will rest in his love, he will joy over 
thee with singing. I will gather them that 
are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who 
are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was 
$ burden. Behold, at that time I will 
undo all that afflict thee : and I will save 
her that halteth, and gather her that was 
driven out ; and I will get them praise and 
feme in every land where they have been 
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put to shame. At that time will I bring 
you again, even in the time that I gather 
you : for I will make you a name and a 
praise among all people of the earth, wlien 
I turn back your captivity before your eyes, 
saith the Lord." — Zech. ix. 9, 10, " Rejoice 
greatly, O daughter of Zion ; shout, O 
daughter of Jerusalem : behold, thy King 
Cometh unto thee : he is just, and having 
salvation ; lowly, and riding upon an ass, 
and upon a colt the foal of an ass. And I 
will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and 
the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle 
bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak 
peace unto the heathen ; and his dominion 
shall be from sea even to sea, and from the 
river even to the ends of the earth." 

These are the prophecies Zacharias Jimst 
have alluded to; and these too are cited 
to prove a Uieral restoration. The angel 
announced to Mary, " Thou shalt con- 
ceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, 
and shalt call his name Jesus ; He shall be 
great, and shall be called the Son of the 
Highest ; and the Lord God shall give 
him the throne of his father David, and he 
shall reign over the house of Jacob fo^ 
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e^€]% and of his kingdom there shall be no 
efed.** What prophecy in the Old T^isita^ 
mentis more liable to a secular construe-' 
tioi^ than this ? and yiet We all kndw that 
any such construction would hkv^e been^ 
felse; Cqmpare Jer. xxiii. 5, 6, '* Behbldv 
the days come, isaith the Lord/that I will* 
raise unto Dayid a righteous Branch, and 
a King shall reign and prosper, ahd shall 
execute judgment and justice in the earth. 
In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel 
shall dwell safely ; and this is his name 
whereby he shall be csdled. The Lord our 
RiGHTBousNE«fefc*' — Jcr. xxxiiL 15 to 18, 
" fii thofee days, and at that time, will I 
cause the Branch of righteousness to grow 
up unto David ; and he shall execute 
judgment and righteousness in the land. 
In those days shall Judah be saved, ^nd 
Jerusalem shall dwell safely : and this is 
the name wherewith she shall be called^ 
The Lord our Righteousness. For thus 
satth the Lord ; David shall never want a 
man to sit upon the throne of the house of 
IstaeL''— Ezek. xxxiv. 23, 24,'' And Iwill 
s^t up one shepherd over thenl, and he 
shall feed them, even my servaiit David*; 



he shall feed them and he shall be their 
shepherd. And I the Lord will be their 
God, and my servant David a prince 
among them; I the Lord have spoken it." 
xxsvii. 24, 25, "And David my servant 
shall be king over them, and they all shall 
have one shepherd ; they shall also walk 
in ray judgments, and observe my statutes 
awd do them. And they shall dwell in the 
land that I have given unto Jacob my 
servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt, 
and they shall dwell therehi, even they, and, 
their children, and then- children's children 
for ever : and my servant David shall be 
their prince for ever." — Amos ix. II, " In 
that day will I raise up the tabernacle of 
David that is fallen, and close up the 
breaches thereof; and I will raise up his 
ruins, and I will build it as in the days of 
old." — Dan. ii. 4t, 45, " And in the days 
of these kings shall the God of heaven 
set up a kingdom, which shall never be 
destroyed : and the kingdom shall not be 
left to other people, but it shall break in 
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand for ever. Forasmuch as 
thou sawest that the stone was cut out of 
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the mountain without hands, and that it 
brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, 
the silver, and the gold; the great God 
hath made known to the king what shall 
come to pass hereafter : and the dream is 
certain, and the interpretation thereof 
sure."— vii. 13, 14, and 27, " I saw in the 
night visions, and, behold, one like the 
Son of man came with the clouds of 
heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, 
and they brought him near before him. 
And there was given him dominion, and 
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations, and languages, should serve him : 
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
which shall not pass away, and his kingdom 
that which shall not be destroyed. And 
the kingdom and dominion, and the great- 
ness of the kingdom under the whole 
heavens, shall be given to the people of the 
fiaints of the Most High, whose kingdom 
is an everlasting kingdom, and all domi- 
nions shall serve and obey him." — Micah 
iv. 7, *' And I will make her that halted a 
<76mnant, and her that was cast far off a 
strong nation: and the Lord shall reign 
over them in Mount Zion from henceforth. 
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even for ever.'* All prophecies which 

may be and often are adduced to support 
the opinion of a literal restoration, but 
which are here plainly declared to be ful- 
filled in the dispensation of Christianity at 
the period qfthe angeVs annunciation. 

The Apostles nowhere recognize any 
other kingdom than a spiritual one ; and 
St. Paul gives thanks ^' unto the Father 
who hath translated us into the kingdom 
of his dear Son." James informs us, that 
the poor oi this world, rich in faith, are 
heirs of the kingdom which God hath 
profumed to them that love Him, clearly 
defining the kingdom to be a spiritual one. 
In Exodus xix. 6, the Israelites are told, 
that if they obey the voice of God and 
keep His covenant, they shall be to Him 
" a peculiar treasure above all people, a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation ;" 
and Pieter, 1 Epist* ii. 9, congratulates the 
Christians scattered throughout Pontus, 
Galati'a, Cappadocia, and Bythinia, '^ as a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar 
people." •' Abraham looked for a city 
whose builder and maker is God ;" and, of 
him and others, it is said, " these all died 
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in faiths not having received the promises, 
but having seen them afar off, and w^ere 
persuaded of them, and embraced them, 
and confessed that they were strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth." Now what is the 
Apostle's inference ? why, clearly, that the 
promises referred not to a temporal inhe- 
ritance, but to spiritual things, " for they 
that say such things declare plainly, that 
they seek & country; and truly, if they 
had been mindful of that country from 
whence they came out, they might have 
had opportunity to have returned ; but 
now they desire a better country, that is, a 
heavenly ; wherefore God is not ashamed to 
be called their God, for He hath prepared 
for them a city'' See also particularly 
Acts iii. 24, &c. ; xxvi. 6, 22, 23 ; xxviii. 
20, 23 ; all opposed to a literal interpreta- 
tion of the Prophets. 

TMs branch of the argument might be 
very much extended, but I shall only offer 
a few more observations in connexion with 
it, and then proceed further. 

Yours, &c. 
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K^w X^tan^ent alliuioiu to Old Testament language contiouecL — 
'I'estimonies of Christ and his Apostles on the subject con- 

* timied.— **' I appoint unto you a kingdom, &c. that ye may eat 
and dxiniL, &c. and sit on thrones judgmg the twelve tribes of 
Tarael," considered and paraphrased. — The doctrine wholly 

. niujiiqpported by the New Testameotw — No answer to say the 
spiritual nature of the kingdom Christ came to establish is 

-a&iiltted} but that distinct fhmi this, the restoration of an 

. wihly kingdom is promised to the Jews. — The existence of 
^ms distinct promise unproved. — The kingdom promised ex- 
cluaiTttlyaiuritual, the more perfect fruit of principles already 
dejreloped, and involving all that Jews or Gentiles need. — Pro- 
baMe Tieabon why the language of prophecy is so liable to a 

' secular ^oottructioo* 



March 6, 1828. 

Mj* PEAR Friend. 

To continue and conclude my obser- 
yi(tioa»3 on th^ allusions made in the New 
T.e^^ment to the figurative language of 
tl^^Qldy and the use niade of those allu- 
sions. — The Apostle enjoins^ '* That ye be 
not slothful^ but followers of them who, 
through faith and patience, inherit the 
promises." What "promises'* could he 
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mean but those which a literal interpreter 
must, in many cases, apply to things of 
which it could by no means be said they 
are inherited by the saints in glory? — 
Whoever believes in the future restoration 
of Israel to Palestine, will undoubtedly cite 
Amos ix. 11, to the end : '^ In that day will 
I raise up the tabernacle of David that is 
fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; 
and I will raise up his ruins, and I will 
build it as in the days of old: that they 
may possess the remnant of Edom, and of 
all the heathen, wliich are called by my 
name, saith the Lord, that doeth this. Be- 
hold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and 
the treader of grapes him that soweth seed ; 
and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, 
and all the hills shall melt. And I will 
bring again the captivity of my people of 
Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, 
and inhabit them; and they shall plant 
vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; 
they shall also make gardens, and eat the 
fruit of them. And I. will plant them upon 
their land, and they shall no more be pulled 
up out of their land which I have given 
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thein, saith the Lord thy God." — But the 
allusion to this prophecy by James^ Acts 
XV. 16, ** After this I will return, and will 
build again the tabernacle of David, which 
is fallen down ; and I will build again the 
ruins thereof, and I will set it up," clearly 
proves that the true interpretation must 
be a spiritual, and not a literal one ; that 
it does not predict the actual rebuilding of 
an earthly edifice, or the subjugation of 
Edom, or any other people, to the Jews, 
but only the establishment of Christianity, 
and the diffusion of its principles over 
Grentile lands. And, having the Apostle's 
authority for asserting this with respect to 
ihe 11th and 12th verses, by what autho^ 
Tity, or with what consistency, shall we 
attach a literal meaning to the 13th, 14th 
and 15th verses ? No, the Holy Ghost has 
declared that he did not refer to any literal 
restoration of David's fallen tabernacle, or 
to toy literal possession of the remnant of 
Edom in the 11th and 12th; and it seems 
to me that it would argue an obstinate 
determmation to support a particular sen- 
timent at all events, were any interpreta- 
tion to be put on the following verses. 
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discordant from the divinely authorued 
interpretation of the former.* 

An advocate for the literal restoration 
would quote Isaiah lii. 3 — 10, but it 
would be in opposition . to the true iater^ 
pretation given in Luke ii. 10, 11*... Ja 
Gal. iii. the Apostle takes much pains to 
shew that the inheritance of the blessings 
promised to Abraham was such as the faith 
of all true believers should apprehend ^rr-* 
*' the Scripture, foreseeing that God, 
would justify the Heathen through faith, 
preached before the Gospel unto Abraham, 
sayinp:. In thee shall all nations be 
blL^ ;«> then they which be of bith 
„eble»edwith&itM„lAbrd«m:-.a,,d, 



* Since writing this, a cimous old work, by the histosiaii 
Fuller, has come in my way, containing the following 
remarks on Amos is. and the comment of James : — " Here 
the Apostle James, more following the sense, than the 
words of the Prophet, as an expositor, rather than translator, 
renders the possessing of the remnant of £dom, to he, by 
seeking after the Lord; by which analogy we collect, that 
those topical promises to the Jews, of the oonqueting land 
possessing such and such places, in and near their i own 
country, import only a spiritual propriety, and shall mysti- 
cally, not carnally, be accomplished in their sincere con- 
version to ChriBt."— ^ PiMffoh Sight tfP^sHney by Tihoma« 
Fuller, B.D. 1662. i 
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ooDBeqikently, the substance of the pro- 
mises made to him, consistedj» not of a part 
i& Jewish national prosperity and local 
Atjoyment, but of '^ an inheritance among 
ihein that are sanctified.'' '^ If ye be 
Gkrisfs, then are ye Abraham's seed, and 
keirs according to the promise.'' 

Finally, when inculcating spirituality 
adhd humility, and enjoining the duty of 
mutual service, Christ says, ''And I ap- 
point unto you a kingdom, as my Father 
hath appointed unto me, that ye may eat 
and drink at my table in my kingdom, and 
ait on thrones judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel.'' Now, if this were to be literally 
interpreted, it would indeed very much 
CEtvour the idea of a literal restoration ; but, 
with such a meaning, it would have been 
most directly calculated to excite the 
carnal emulation it was intended to re- 
press. An observance, however, of the 
terms employed will sufficiently prove the 
spirituality of our Lord's meaning, and the 
adaptation of the words to the circumstance 
which gave rise to them. They strove 
who should be accounted the greatest : 
our Lord reproves them, alludes to the 

D 
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-domination exercised amongst the Gentiles^ 
»nd then says, " Ye shall not be so." — ' I 
apipomt unto you a kingdom, it is true, 
but what kind of one ? a theatre for the 
display of human passions, such as the 
kingdoms of this world exhibit? — No; I 
• appoint unto you such a one as my Father 
hath appointed unto me; ^ kingdom of 
peace and holiness — and, however desti- 
tute, afflicted, tormented ye may be, a s 
it respects temporal things, ye shall par- 
ticipate in the honomrs prepared for you in 
this kingdcxm, which consists not in meat 
and drink, but in righteousness and peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghost. Ye shall be 
distinguished, not as earthly monarchs, but 
I delegate to you a more important trust 
than ever earthly monarch held — the keys 
of heaven and of hell ; and whatsoever ye 
shall loose it shall be loosed, and whatsoever 
y^ shall bind it shall be bound. Ye shall sit 
enthroned with divine authority to utter 
the announcements of heaven to all the 
tribes of men, and when the kingdoms of 
this world are become the kmgdoms of 
:your Lord and of His Christ for ever — the 
true Israel — the children of Abraham by 
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faith in Christ Jesus, shall still submit 
with joy to be regulated and jvdged by 
the divinely inspired rules of apostolic 
truth/ 

Thus we see> that while the New Tes- 
tajOQent abounds in allusions to the pro- 
phetic writings, and to the predictions of 
^6 latter-day ghry, it never once confirms 
the prediction, if any such exist, that the 
Jews, as a nation, will be literally restored 
to their ancient inheritance and national 
importance; but expressly applies those 
prophecies^ which are adduced to prove 
the Uteral restoration^ to the more im- 
portant^ grand, and extensive subjects of 
the universal prevalence of holiness, and 
the world's obedience to the Son of 
God. 

Nor will it avail anything to reply, that 
llie spiritual nature of the kingdom which 
Christ came to establish is fully admitted, 
and that proofs are not wanted on this 
head^ but that, distinct from this spiritual 
one, the restoration of an earthly kingdom 
is promised to the Jews. The existence 
of this distinct prophecy remains to be 
proved; and it does not appear to me 

d2 



Ihat any such distinct prophecy can be 
foal^S but it appears rather that; while 
d^^tette of righteousness, far transcend'hig^ 
the- present, is to be expected, that sfiti^, 
ivhttfiever it shall arrive, will be otily* the 
T»dre perfect frtiit of principles dlre&d^ 
thvefyped; and necessarily prdducin^ 4A 
their 'operation, " the effect of tightebuls^ 
ftess," which is " quietness and assuraiiei 
for ever," and this is all, perhaps, that seers 
^er ap.w, and certainly all tlitttJew oir 
@enttle needs. " This only kingdom', 
rdiised Up without hands by the eteiriM 
Gk)d, cannot be shivered with any violence; 
or wear old with any pi^dcessr of tinae. Hoi* 
be srwbdued' by arty force or poKcy of ifteni 
but with His imperishable perpetuity shall 
crush in pieces and wear out air either 
kingdoms, and itself persist, nevertheless, 
ilnvanqtiishable, for ever and evei^.''* ^ *ll^ 
is possible, indeed, the ProphetiS might* ttotf 
haVe looked so far as the objfectfe'confem- 
piated by the spirit within then! would bav^ 
wai'rantcd, and, in consequence, might havfe 

* ■ . •;..'.•?< 
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• Extfftbt'fl^oin a Sermon, "by John Foie, preached at tte 
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qPuqM tbek , dark sayings in phraseo- 
|pgy> more liable to. secular cons traction 
4^W^( t])ey.imght otherwise have done. 
But tbi3 short-'sightedness might, have 
It^een , .perpitled for wise and influential 
eD4^. tending greatly to keep alive the 
Qxpeotations of the Jews of a favourable 
chao^ie ij) their circumstances^ and thereby 
preventing their total despair, and lapse 
mta. infidelity and abandonment of all that 
holds. them stiQ in the bonds of a jealous 
)Di^Mw>|^ityj ui^til the vdl shall be taken 
a^ay^ the day dawn, and the day-star 
arise, iW.. their. hearts, and the prophecy of 
B^oi;^ d^verance be illustriously accom- 
]^i^^, .'Wl^en '^ there shall come out of 
S^n ih^. Deliverer, and turn away un-* 
giPfi)^iq9S from Jacob,*" *^ for this (this 
4^y^a|ice, this turning away from ungodr- 
U^j\^mj covenant unto them when I 
^^^rl^e away their sins," 
^^ippe then the Prophets were moved by 
% spinit of Christ, and prophesised of the 
glpry t^t should follow his sufferings, when 
they predicted the future glory of Israel, 
the .accordance between the genius, or 
spirit of Christianity, and the spiritual 
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(not the literal) application of the Old 
Testament prc^hecies to the circum- 
stances of the Christian Chnrch^ is estab- 
lished. 

Yours, &c. 
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Three otjecdons to the doctrine, beadeo those abeady stated.— 
Obserradona on tome particular Phrases — Momntain — AU 
mOioHM — No man — For ever. 



Mr DEAR Friend^ 

Besides what has been already ad- 
vanced, there appear to me to b^ three 
objections more to the doctrine of a lite- 
ral restoration, each deserving a distinct 
notice. 

Fir^t, There are phrases, terms, and 
passages in the Old Testament prophecies, 
which cannot be taken literally, or without 
qualification, and which yet have an equal 
claim to be so taken, with the phraseology 
adduced in support of a literal restora- 
tion; and the literal meaning of others 
is negatived, some by New Testament 
authority, and some by the mode of their 
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tollocationi orthe sense e^tpressly allacK^id^' 
of otherwise attaching tb tKem. ■ i ' \ 

5 iS&cdndly, After the last reforiiiatioti %y 
Neh^iiniah, there was only one prophet' 
(M^lachi) until the Christian »ra, and h^ 
does not predict ^r^y future deliverance 
of the Jewish nation; thus leaving us to' 
conclude that the predictions of formfer 
prophets were Mfilled, ais to tfieii* Irt^f^' 
import, on the return froni Baby Idu and 
the subsequent prosperity, and had tia 
reference to the preseUt dispersion. •' 

Thirdly, The doctrine of a \it6ikl reStdrlf- 
tion is encumbered withccfrtain difficfaltiies 
whkh j^re not necessary to be encdiiiitered ? 
because obviated by an interpretation more 
$imple, and more in harmony with the 
general tenor of the word of God, iMan 
lliat upon whidi the said dbctritit^' k 
founded- " 

" First, There are phrases, &c. ' 
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MOUJ^TAIN/ 

Isa. ii. 2, *^ It shall come to piaks 
in the last daya, that the Lord's house 
shall be estaUished in the top of the moun- 
tainsy and sball be exalted abdte the 
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l^]Qat;.9i)dvfU nations (or^ Micah iv. 1, M 
people) shaU flow unto it" — Isa. xxv. 6j 
^'^J^i itjWi mountain shall the Lord of hosts 
i^Q u^to all people a feast of fat things,' 
8fq.f^a» IxY. 9> "I will bring forth a 
1^^. out' of Jacob, and out of Judah an 
^eijtor of my mountains.'' Can any 
cither events be here predicted than the 
t^un^hs of religion; the resort of all 
iiatioqi&;to '^ Mount Zion, the heavenly 
Iprun^m/ the rich repast of gospel-bless« 
ings, and.the cbnsummation of prophetic 
v^on3,.when the Lord shall arise, and 
i;^i^t:<itU Rations, and the uttermost 
parts .of the earth become His possession? 
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''ALL NATIONS." 

^ Mucb rtress . has been laid on this and 
s|inil^ .expressions, as demonstrative that 
the Babylonian Captivity could not have 
been alluded to in certain predictions. 
Even, if this were true, it would not follow 
that a literal restoration must succeed the 
pirpsent dispersion; but that it is not true, 
tiie i&llpwing passages, I think, sufficiently 
esta];ilj^h*. Nehemiah i. 8, 9, '' Remem- 
ber r /b^^ech thee, the word that thou 

d3 
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comiHandest thy sei^rant Moses, saying. If 
ye transgress, I will scatter you abroad 
among the nations : but if ye turn unto 
me, and keep my commandments, and do 
them ; though there were of you cast otit 
unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet 
will 1 gather them from thence, and will 
bring them unto t]ie place that I have 
chosen to «et my name there. Now these 
are thy servants, ^hom Thou hast re- 
deemed by thy ;great power, and by thy 
strong hand. O Lord, I beseech thee,'* 
&c. &c. 

Zech. ii. 6, 7, '* Ho, ho, come, and 
flee from the land of the north, saith the 
Lord: for I have spread you abroad as 
the Jour winds of the heaven, saith the 
Lord. Deliver thyself, O Zion, that 
dwellest with the daughter of Babylon." 
Whatever other applications these pas- 
sages may admit of, it is certain they 
were applied, and that by the authority 
that inspired them, to the Babylonian 
Captivity. 

Zech.vii. 13, 14, The .prophet, reproving 
the captives for their sins, and stating their 
sins to be the cause of their ^captivity , says 
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thus : " Therefore it is come to pass, that as 
he (the prophet) cried, and they would not 
hear ; so they cried, and I would not hear, 
3aith the Lord of hosts : but I scattered 
them with a whirlwind among all the 
nations whom they knew not: thus the 
land was desolate after them, that no man 
passed through nor returned ; for they 
laid the pleasant land desolate." — Again, 
chap. viii. 7, 8, " Thus saith the Lord 
of hosts, Behold, I will save my people 
from the east country, and from the west 
country ; and I will bring them, and they 
shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem." 

^ ^ "no more" — " FOR EVER." 

'i([i Much stress has also been laid on these 
and like expressions, as conveying the no- 
tion of perpetuity; but with how little 
zetson the following will prove : 
.ni<Hosea i. 6, " I will no more have mercy 
iqwn the house of Israel; but will utterly 
take them away." 

Amos V. 2, " The virgin of Israel is 
fallen ; she shall no more rise." 

Zech. xi. 6, " For I will no more pity 
the inhabitants of the land, saith the Lord ; 
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hntylo, I will deliver the men every ori^ 
into hi^ neighbour's hand, and into tl^ 
liand of his king ; and they shall smite th^ 
lan4^ and out of their hand I will not 
deliver them." • 

^ A literal and unqualified interpretation 
of any one of these passages destroys the 
doctrine of a literal restoration at cfnte ; 
but as the subsequent verses proVe that 
tha, two first parages must not be taken 
literally, I shall only observe, that as the 
third seems to have been uttered in refer- 
ence to the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the present dispersion, it affords presump- 
tive evidence, in connexion with other* cir- 
cumstances, that a literal interpretation 
would be a correct one ; and that, conse- 
quently, the Jews will never be restored 
again to their own land. Literal inter- 
preters may, at least, receive a caution 
from these passages when they are con- 
llidering Zech. xiv. 10, 11, and similar 
declarations, " All the land shall be turned 
as a plain from Geba to Rimmon, south of 
Jerusalem : and it shall be lifted up, and 
inhabited in her place, from Benjamin's 
gate unto the place of the first gate, unto 
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the eorner gate, and firom the tower of 
Hananeel unto the king^s winepresses. 
Axkd men i^haU dwell in it, and there shall 
he nOi more utter destruction ; but Jeru- 
salem shall be safely inhabited.* 

Exod. xii. 24, The Jews are commanded 
to observe the passover ** for ever.* 

1 Kings viii. 13, Solomon says, ^ I have 
surely built thee an house to dwell in, a 
settled place for thee to abide in fcr 

But the close of the Jewish economy 
puit an end to the duty of observing the 
passover, and witnessed the departure of 
the Lord from Jerusalem as His peculiar 
dwelling place. Had not the promises of 
perpetual peace and residence in Palestine, 
to literal Israel, the same limitation ? See 
also Isa. xxxii. 14. 

Yours, &c. 
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Observations on particular Phrases continued — Zim-^^iiriualem. 
— The opinion that Jcruialem will become a rosort £ir «U 
nations, inconsistent 'With Reason, incompatible with Scripture^ 
and impossiblein Fact, — Jsraeh — Jew^-^CkSUrtn<if Ahmdufm^ 
Zerubbabel — Joshua, 
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Mt DEAK FaIEND^ 

The ^^objecticn^ founded i3n particalal: 
** phrases y** &c. admite of many more ittos^ 
'trations than it will be necessary to iofifer. 
In addition to those already given^ take 
the following : 

'' ZION" — *' JERUSALEM." 

Psalm ii. 6, *' Yet have I set my King 
on my holy hill of Zion." — Micah iv. 2, 
*' Many nations shall come and say. Come, 
and let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob ; and he will teach us of his ways. 
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and we will walk in his paths : for the law 
shall go forth of Zion, and the word of 
the Lord from Jeruaalem." Must not the 
"holy hill of Zion," " the mountain of the 
Lord," " the house of the God of Jacob," 
" Zion," and " Jerusalem," supposing the 
passages to refer to the latter-day glory, 
be here interpreted, as describing " the 
general assembly and Church of the first- 
bom," consituted of people from every 
nation under heaven ? For, thev, tliere 
will be no necessity for the resort of nations 
to literal Jerusalem, in order to learn the 
" ways" of God ; for " the knowledge of the 
Lord sliall cover the earth," But the latter 
prophecy of Micah was fulfilled, when the 
Gospel sounded forth from Jerusalem, in 
the first age of the Christian Church ; and, 
therefore, no further fulfilment need be 
expected, and the passage proves nothing 
in favour of a literal restoration. 

Zech. viii. 22, 23, " Many people and 
strong nations shall come to seek the Lord 
of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before 
the Lord. Thus saith the Lord of hosts. In 
those days it shall come to pass, that ten 
men shall take hold, out of all languages 
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of the nations^ even shall take hold of 
the skirt of him that is a Jew^ saying. 
We will go with you; for we Imve heard 
tjijat pod is with you." 
\ rWhatever the events referred to here,' 
^ l^inguage is unquestionably figurative ; 
yet its primary application was, no doubt, 
to the season of Jerusalem's prosperity, just 
recpmmencing when the prophet spake,;, 
s^d^ if a secondary meaning, referring it 
tp Christian times, be admitted, that mean^ 
iffg. must be in harmony with the spirit 
and circumstances of Christianity. But 
1p suppose a g^eral resort of nations 4o 
Jf^rusalem^ and her inhabitants for Chrisr 
^^ instruction then, wiU ]>e to suppose 
ai^ event at varijmce with the tenor of .the 
(Jospel, to violate the ordinary^s^ule^pf 
rfuiso^ing, and to impugn the veracity pf 
^oly. Writ In comparisou : with o^ictr 
Rations earlier christianized, converted 
I^^ael will be only a babe.in Chcist^^ji^ 
t|^f| babe will be resorted to for instructiouy 
iastj^^d of the fathers. Instead of . all 
i^tjbjQs being blesfied. . alike beneath, the 
%youriag beams of '' the Sun of HigbteiQua- 
»j^p^;;^^ ray of brighter, effijjgepfi?, $lP(a|^ 
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the rest will shed superior glory on Jeru- 
sklein, will point, like the star of Bethlehem, 
to the favoured city, and by its light dis- 
cover the error of the Apostle, that " there 
is no difference between the Jew and the 
Greek." — Again, suppose the Jews were 
converted and restored to their own land, 
and exemplified, as Christians should do, 
the power of the truth, — upon what prin- 
ciple would other people apply to them 
for instruction ? Could the Jews, however 
eminent in piety, tell them more than the 
Written Word ? No ! nor heaven itself — 
" Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend 
into heaven ? (that is, to bring Christ down 
from above). But what saith it ? The word 
is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart: that is, the word of faith which 
we preach." See Rom. x. 6 — 13. If we 
except the first age of Christianity, when 
the Gentiles began to participate with the 
Jewish Church in the blessings of the 
Gospel, this passage in Zechariah cannot 
refer to literal Jerusalem. " Believe me," 
said the Saviour, " the hour cometh, when 
ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet 
at Jerusalem, worship the Father ; but the 



80 IiBTTER YI« 

bam aecordingto the flesh (Rom. ii. 28; 
iv. 11, 12; ix. 7, 8.), and therefore a pro- 
mise made to the Old Testament churchy 
to be fulfilled in New Testament times, 
Aould be interpreted with a due regard 
to this intimation. '* Think not to say 
for yourselves. We have Abraham to dnt 
father; fori «ay unto you, that God is^ 
able of these stones to raise Hip chiMren 
unto; Abraham." '* For he is not a^Few 
which is one outwardly, but he^is a Jew* 
which is one inwardly ; and dreamcision 
ia that of the hearty in the fij^iVtV, and 
not in the letter^ ^* For the promise that 
he (Abraham) should be th^ heir of 7^ 
world Vf as not to Abrahamj or ta his i^eed 
through the law, but through the right- 
eousness of faith ; for if they which ar^ of 
the law be heirs, faith is made of none 
effect; therefore it is of faith, that it might 
be by grace, to the end the promise might 
be sure to all the seed, not to that only 
which is of the law, but to th^ also 
which is of the faith of Abraham, toho is 
the father qfus all — (you, Roman Gen- 
tiles, as well as myself and other believing 
Jews), t As it is written, I have made 



thee a father of many nations." Writing 
to the Philippians, who were Gentiles, 
Paul says, " For we are the circumcision 
which worship God in the spirit, Sec." 
The converted Gentiles are said to be 
branches of i/tat olive-tree from which the 
Jews %vere broken off; and the Ephetiians, 
said once to be " aliens from the common- 
wealth of Israel, and strangers to the 
covenants of jjroinise," are, as converts to 
Christianity, congratulated as " fellow- 
citizens with the saints, and of the house- 
hold of God." With these statements, 
agrees the comment of the Apostle Paul 
on Hosea i. 10, and ii. 23. Heading the 
Old Testament prophecy, uninstructed by 
the New Testament interpretation, we 
could do no other than conclude that the 
Jewish nation alone Is addressed. In 
chap. ii. 23, it is, without the least appa- 
rent ambiguity, spoken of " her" (that is, 
"Israel," see 2d verse); but the Apostle 
Paul, Rom. ix. 24 — 26, explains it as re- 
ferring to the Gentile believers—" us whom 
he hath called, not of the Jews only, but 
also of the Gentiles, as He suitk in Osett, 
'*J..wiU call them my people which were 
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not my people; and her beloved, which 
was not beloved ; and it shall come to pass, 
that in the place where it was said unto 
them. Ye are not my people, there shall 
they be called the children of the living 
God." Without this inspired application of 
the words to the people of God collected 
from amongst the Gentiles, it would seem 
like doing violence to the text, so to in- 
terpret it ; for in the 6th and 9th verses of 
the first chapter, it is said, '^ I will no more 
have mercy on the house of Israel, but I 
will utterly take them away. For ye are 
not my people, and I will not be your 
God." Then in the 23d verse of the second 
chapter, as the climax of an announce- 
ment of returning kindness to Israel, the 
prophet's *' mother," (chap. ii. 2,) it is said, 
'^ And I will sow her unto me in the earth, 
and I will have mercy upon, her that had 
not obtained mercy, and I will say to them 
which were not my people. Thou art my 
people, and they shall say. Thou art my 
God ;" and the fourteenth chapter still 
more fully confirms the apparent propriety 
of understanding the words of literal Israel 
exclusively ; yet we see this would be 
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wrong. Although literal Israel was pri- 
marily addressed^ the secondary and more 
important reference was to the calling of 
the Gentiles. 

*' ZERUBBABEL." 

Haggd ii. 21—23, '' Speak to Zeruh- 
babel the governor of Judah, saying, I will 
shake the heavens and the earth ; and I 
will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, 
and I will destroy the strength of the 
kingdoms of the heathen ; and I will 
overthrow the chariots, and those that ride 
in them ; and the horses and their riders 
shall come down, every one hy the sword 
of his hrother. In that day, saith the 
Lord of hosts, will I take thee, O Zeruh- 
babel my servant, the son of Shealtiel, 
saith the Lord, and I will make thee as a 
signet : for I have chosen thee, saith the 
Lord of hosts." If this prophecy refer to 
" the latter days,'* *' Zerubbabel " must, of 
necessity, describe some other person than 
the Zerubbabel addressed. 

'^ Zech. iv. 6, 7, 9, '' This is the word 
of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying. Not 
by might, nor by power, but by my spirit. 
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saith the Lord of hosts. Who art thou, 
O great mountain ? Before Zerubbabel 
thou shalt become a plain: and he shall 
bring forth the head-stone thereof with 
shoutings^ crying, Grace, grace, unto it. 
The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the 
foundation of this house; his hands also 
shall finish it.'* Primarily this prophecy 
referred to Zerubbabel the governor of 
Judah, but its secondary application, it is 
generally admitted, is to Christ, the mighty 
Conqueror, the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. In this latter 
case *' Zerubbabel " is not taken literally. 
So upon a due regard to their primary 
import, and to consistency in their remoter 
sense, a literal interpretation of many other 
expressions in prophecy, commonly ad- 
duced as favourable to the doctrine of a 
literal restoration, must be rejected. 

'' JOSHUA." 

Zech. vi. 1 1 — 13, " Take silver and gold, 

and make crowns, and set them upon the 

head of Joshua the son of Josedech, the 

* high priest ; and speak unto him, saying. 

Behold, the man whose name is The 
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Branch ; and he shall grow up out of his 
place, and he shall build the temple of the 
Lord : even he shall build the temple of 
the Lord ; and he shall have the glory, 
and shall sit and rule upon his throne ; 
and he shall be a priest upon his throne." 
Here, in the primary sense, " Joshua the 
son of Josedech," is sig-nified; but more 
remotely, though chiefly, Jesus, the King 
of kings, the Lamb that sits and intercedes 
upon the throne above. But in this 
secondary sense, " Joshua the son of Jose- 
dech" is not to he taken literally, so neither 
should many other expressions, supposed 
to indicate a literal restoration. 

Yours, &c. 
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Observations on some particular Prophecies. — Isa. xi. 11 ; Iz. 
Ixv. 17, &€.— Jer. xxxi. xxxiii.— Haggai.— Zechariah.— No 
reason why the Jews should be distinguished, on their con- 
version, above other nations. — Their loss of national character 
probable.— Objection answered. 



March 24th, I S2S. 

My dear Friend, 

Not to multiply further o|;)servatipns 
on single terms, the force of the objection 
now under notice may be shewn by a 
reference to some of the prophecies at 
length. 

Isaiah xi. 11 — 16, ''And it shall come 
to pass in that day, that the Lord shall 
set his hand again the second time, to 
recover the remnant of his people, which 
shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, 
and from Pathros, and from Cush, and 
from Elam, and from Shinar, and from 
Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. 
And he shall set up an ensign for the 



LETTER VII. 87 



nations, and shall assemble the outcasts 
of Israel, and gather together the dis- 
persed of Judah from the four corners of 
the earth. The envy also of Ephraim 
shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah 
shall be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy 
Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim. 
But they shall fly upon the shoulders of 
the Philistines tovi'ard the west ; they 
shall spoil them of the east together : they 
shall lay their hand upon Edom and Moab; 
and the children of Aramon shall obey 
them. And the Lord shall utterly destroy 
the tongue of the Egyptian sea ; and with 
his mighty wind shall he shake his hand 
over the river, and shall smite it in the 
seven streams, and make men go over dry 
shod. And there shall be an highway for 
the remnant of his people/whieh shall be 
Idft from Assyria ; Uke as it was to Israel in 
the day that he came up out of the land of 
Egypt." This prophecy may seem to favour 
the opinion of Israel's restoration, 'i'he 
words, verse 10, " In that day," indicate the 
period in which the prophecy contained in 
the preceding verses is to be fulfilled, as 
some part of the Christian sera; because 
e2 
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the preceding part of the chapter describes 
the kingdom of Christ on earth, and it 
seems in reference to thaty it is said " In 
that day." If the prophecy then was to 
be fulfilled in the Christian aera, it has not 
been fulfilled yet, either literally or spiritu - 
ally ; and the question is. Does it predict a 
literal restoration, or not ? The language 
employed is figurative. No countries now 
exist under the names of Assyria, Cush, 
&c. Ephraim cannot now be said to be 
envious of Judah, &c.; and verses 14, 15, 
16, admit of no other description, by pos- 
sibility, than figurative. But, admitting 
that the prophecy describes a restoration, 
it does not say to whaty (if to any thing 
beyond the divine favour, chap. xii. 1,) nor 
intimate that the restoration shall be to 
the land of their forefathers. And, as the 
language employed is figurative, the inter- 
pretation best agreeing with the Christian 
dispensation is, that all obstacles to the 
conversion of the Jews will be removed, 
that, by being gathered into the fold of 
Christ, they shall lose their character of 
vagabonds among the nations, and their 
interests be facilitated by the most unlikely 
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agents^ i — *' Philistines,'* — and that they 
shall participate in the general harmony 
and peace of the gospel kingdom^ and in the 
general triumph over Edom^ Moab and 
Ammon, when " all iniquity shall stop her 
mouth/' and all Messiah's enemies be sub* 
dued under Him. 

Isaiah Ix. presents, perhaps, as firm 
ground as any part of Scripture for the 
stand of those who plead for the literal 
restoration of the Jews to Palestine ; but 
that it can only refer to the prosperity of 
the Christian church, appears from several 
particulars. When Christ came, the light 
that was to enlighten the world was come, 
the Sun of Righteousness was risen, and 
the Gentiles came to the light, and kings 
to the brightness of his rising. Sacrifices 
and blood, now Christ by His one offering 
hath for ever perfected them who are 
sanctified, will no more be offered with 
acceptance on the altar of the Lord. The 
flocks of Kedar, then, and the rams of 
Nebaioth, must figure other offerings. The 
sons of strangers have built up the walls 
of spiritual Zion, and kings ministered 
unto her. It cannot be supposed that 
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when the Jews are converted, '* the nation 
and kingdom that will not serve them 
shall perish:" in its reference to gospel 
times, it can only mean that Christianity 
shall triumph, and all become subjected to 
its influence, or perish. " The glory of 
Lebanon, &c.*' will not be required to 
beautify the place of God's sanctuary, where 
no splendid temple, as of old, will exist. 
There is a day coming, indeed, when those 
that afflicted the people of God shall see 
their folly, and have reason to lament it, 
bowing down at the soles of their feet ; and 
whereas the path of pure and undefiled 
religion was forsaken and hated, so that, 
comparatively, " no man" walked therein, 
it shall be made " an eternal excellency, a 
joy of many generations." If any stress 
should be laid on the 21st verse, what shall 
be said to the 19th and 20th ? Do the 
expressions they > contain actually mean 
that the course of nature shall be altered, 
and that neither sun nor moon shall be 
required in those days ? No ; for the 
same passage declares that the sun and 
moon shall be constantly visible. What 
do they mean then, except that the favour 
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of Grod will be strikingly manifested in 
connexion with the prevalence of truth ? 

Isaiah Ixv. 17—25, *' For, behold, I 
create new heavens and a new earth : and 
the former shall not be remembered, nor 
come into mind. But be ye glad and 
rejoice for ever in that which I create : for, 
behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and 
her people a joy. And I will rejoice in 
Jerusalem, and joy in my people : and the 
voice of weeping shall be no more heard in 
her, nor the voice of crying. There shaU 
be no more thence an infant of days, nor 
an old man that hath not filled his days ; 
for the child shall die an hundred years 
old; but the sinner being an hundred 
years old shall be accursed. And they 
shall build houses, and inhabit them ; and 
they shall plant vineyards, and eat the 
fruit of them. They shall not build, and 
another inhabit ; they shall not plant, and 
another eat : for as the days of a tree are 
the days of my people, and mine elect shall 
long enjoy the work of their hands. They 
'shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth 
for trouble ; for they are the seed of the 
blessed of the Lord, and their offspring 
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with them. And it shall come to pass^ 
that before they call, I will answer ; and 
while they are yet speaking, I will hear. 
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 
and the lion shall eat straw like the 
bullock: and dust shall be the serpent's 
meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in 
all my holy mountain, saith the Lord." — 
In this prediction, comparing it with the 
first nine verses of the eleventh chapter, 
which evidently point out the same events, 
the difficulties involved upon a literal 
interpretation, are insuperable ; for while 
these passages represent the creation of 
*' new heavens and a new earth f' and 
declare that '^ the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord," they limit 
the peculiar peace, longevity, security and 
harmony pourtrayed, to the " holy moun- 
tain," Jerusalem ; and, for any thing 
stated or implied to the contrary, the rest 
of the world, though evangelized, and 
'^ called in one hope of their calling," and 
acknowledging " one God, the Father of 
all," will remain liable to the weeping 
sorrows, the early deaths, the bitter dis- 
appointments^ the painful uncertainties. 
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and the indomitable rage of animal ferocity, 
that now combine in proof that " this 
is not our rest." The necessity of adopt- 
ing a literal interpretation, however, is 
negatived by the light of gospel-truth ; and 
referring the beautitul imagery employed 
to Christianity, to " Jerusalem which is 
ahmie" (that is, the more excellent Jeru- 
salem,} " which is the mother of us all," 
we behold a picture that may kindle our 
devoutest aspirations and exalt our loudest 
songs. 

Jer. xxiii. 5 — 8. Here is evidently a 
prophecy of Messiah's coming. To utter 
this, was one part of the prophet's com- 
mission, and it was also another part of it 
to predict the return of Israel from the 
Babylonian captivity. !Now there is no- 
thing on the face of the whole passage to 
prove that the " Children of Israel" are to 
" dwell in their own land" in the days of 
Messiah. The two predictions are uttered 
at once, very likely under an impression, 
on the prophet's part, that the two events 
would be cot!VOUs, for that the prophets 
were ignorant ivlien Messiah should come 
is evident, as we have before observed, 
e3 
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from the Apostle's remark (1 Pet. i. 10, 11,) 
although they ^^ inquired and searched 
diligently, searching what, or what man- 
ner of time," &c., or the obscurity and 
appearance of concurrency niight, as in 
other instances, have been expressly 
designed by the Holy Ghost. It is ob- 
servable, besides, that the prophet, in 
predicting the Jews' return, refers to their 
bondage in Egypt as the last remarkable 
captivity, and to the deliverance he now 
predicts in language exactly according 
with the phraseology elsewhere used in 
allusion to the Babylonian captivity, as we 
have before shewn, ^^ out of the north 
country and from all countries whither I 
had driven them." — (verse 3 ; Zech. vi. 8, 
Babylon called the north country. Neh. 
i. 9 ; Ezek. xxxiv. 12, 13 ; also xxxvi. 24, 
uttered just about the period of the return 
from Babylon. Zech. ii. 6 ; also vii. 14, 
and viii. 7, 8.) Therefore the necessity of 
interpreting Jer. xxiii. 7, 8, literally, as 
referring to gospel-times, is superseded by 
the literal fulfilment which actually took 
place under the old economy. » 

Jer. xxxi. — This chapter, although it may 
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at first appear to contain strong evidence 
in favour of the restoration^ must^ upon 
examination^ it is presumed^ be relinquish- 
ed as affording any such evidence at all. 
There is nothing in it but may be referred 
either to Israel's prosperity immediately 
subsequent to the Babylonian captivity, or 
to the period when the Church, of which 
the Jewish nation was only a type, should 
rejoice in the liberty of the " New Cove- 
nant/' Verses 35, 36, and 37, may appear 
positively to guarantee the continued ex- 
istence of the Jews as a nation, but if ap- 
plied to the spiritual Israel, the phraseology 
is undoubtedly true, and requires no 
further fulfilment ; and the Jews, standing 
now in no other relation to God than that 
of disobedient children, no reason is ap- 
parent, on any ordinary grounds of cal- 
culation, why, when their rebellion is 
removed, they should experience any ' 
special interference of divine power in 
their behalf more than any other nations, 
similarly scattered abroad, would have 
reason to expect. Let the Jews become 
Christians^ and immediately they enjoy the 
civil and religious privileges of Christians, 
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and ate recognized as such with equal eye 
by heaven and earth. Supposing their 
conversion to occur in the gradual manner 
in which it has hitherto pleased God to 
translate sinners into the kingdom of His 
dear Son, the natural conclusion would be 
that, in the course of time, and without 
some very extraordinary intervention, they 
must lose their distinctiveness among the 
nations ; and past events present to retro- 
spection many precedents that might 
prepare us to expect that such will bt 
the case. Where is Assyria ? and where 
is Chaldea ? and where are others ? Ba- 
bylon is become a place for dragons, and 
the satyr haunts her '^ pleasant palaces," 
the shadow and the mockery of her kings. 
The only reasonable ground of demur, or 
doubt that a similar oblivion awaits the 
Jews, arises from those prophecies which 
are now the subject of discussion ; and if], 
notwithstanding the former remarks, the 
literal fulfilment of the before cited 35th, 
36th and 37th verses be insisted upon, com- 
pare these . verses with chap, xxxiii. 20 to 
26. Here precisely the same form of ad- 
juration is used to pledge the continuance 
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of a ruler over Israel^ of the seed of Jacob 
and David, and the perpetuity of the 
Levitical priesthood, and yet a prophecy 
had long been familiar to the Jews, in 
which a period was explicitly announced 
(as the fulfilment proved, however they 
might understand the promise,) when the 
sceptre should depart from Judah. " The 
sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor 
a lawgiver from between his feet, until 
Shiloh come."* 

Understand Jeremiah as predicting the 
everlasting continuance of the spiritual 
nation, and the throne of the spiritual 
David, all is clear, — and as clear if the 
primary meaning be understood, viz. the 

• It win, no doubt, be observed (and I do not wish to 
evade the observation) that I have attributed a meaning to 
the word '^ tmtiV* in this instance, which I have refused to 
admit in a former one, (see Letter II. "until the times of the 
Gentiles.") But in the present case, the sense is fixed by 
the event ; " Until Shiloh come," the tribual dignity and 
jurisdiction of Judah remained; Shiloh camef and the sceptre 
or authority departed; whereas, in the former case, the 
sense is not fixed by any event; and I am, therefore, per- 
fectly consistent in assigning that interpretation to the word 
which appears to me most agreeable to the general tenor of 
Scripture, and which is shewn to be probably true, by the 
^xts quoted in its support 
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return from Babylon, and subsequent 
national prosperity of the Jews. (Read 
Nehemiah and Psalm Ixxii. 17.) What 
strength the prophet's language derives 
from the words "for ever,'* in the 36th 
verse, may be seen by recurrence to the 
observations before made on that and 
similar phrases. I conclude, then, that 
Jer. xxxi. furnishes no evidence in favour 
of the restoration. 

Jer. xxxiii. I think strongly confirms the 
opinion, that it is not the Jewish people 
that chiefly occupies the spirit of prophecy, 
but the Church of Christ ; and, indeed, 
this chapter affords a key to many pas- 
sages incorrectly adduced, as predicting 
the restoration. Here, the Christian aera 
is spoken of in terms almost as explicit as 
those of the New Testament, and yet, 
who will interpret " The throne of the 
house of Israel," and " the Levites," *' the 
burntM)fferings," and "meat-offerings," as 
signifying any other throne than the spi- 
ritual throne of Messiah, or any other 
priests and sacrifices than such as are in 
consonance with the " new covenant made 
with the house of Israel, and the house of 
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Judah ?" The other passages from Jere- 
miah^ Ezekiel; and Daniel^ that might 
seem to favour the doctrine, I think, are 
clearly explicable upon application to the 
spiritual Church, or have been literally 
Ailfilled in the Jewish history, since the 
return from Babylon. Haggai, in the 
second chapter, 9th verse, while the se- 
cond temple was building, prophesied, 
" The glory of this latter house shall be 
greater than the former, saith the Lord of 
hosts : and in this place will I give peace, 
saith the Lord of hosts.'* — He could mean 
nothing more of *^this latter house," li- 
terally, than that Christ, the Prince of 
Peace, should appear in it, which he did. 
But, in other respects, the second temple 
was far less glorious than the first, and 
the ploughshare has long since furrowed 
its degraded scite. In the 19th verse, he 
says, hy the word of the Lord, ^* from this 
day," — that is, from the day the foundation 
of the Lord's temple was laid, — will I bless 
you." This, literally interpreted, would 
mean that, from that period, the Jews 
should live in the constant experience of 
the Lord's blessing ; but this interpretation 
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is negatived by the fact that the Jews are, 
and long have been, under the Lord's 
curse. 

Zechariah, who likewise prophesied during 
the building of the second temple, refers 
the Divine promises of peace and prosperity 
made to the Jewish nation, as applying to 
that period, and thus negatives any in- 
terpretation of his language that would 
represent him as predicting any other 
restoration. The angel plaintively inquires, 
" How long wilt thou not have mercy on 
Jerusalem, and on the cities of Judah, 
against which thou hast had indignation 
these threescore and ten years ? And the 
Lord answered the angel with good words, 
and comfortable words — I am returned to 
Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall 
be built in it, saith the Lord of hosts, and 
a line shall be stretched forth upon Jeru- 
salem. Cry yet, saying. Thus saith the 
Lord of hosts ; My cities through pro- 
sperity shall yet be spread abroad; and 
the Lord shall yet comfort Zion, and shall 
yet choose Jerusalem. Jerusalem shall be 
inhabited as towns without walls, for the 
multitude of men and cattle therein. 
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For I^ saith the Lord of hosts^ will be 
a wall of fire round about^ and will be the 
glory in the midst of her. Sing and re- 
joice, O daughter of Zion ! for lo, I come, 
and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saiih 
the Lord. And many nations shall be 
joined to the Lord in that day, and shall 
be my people: and I will dwell in the 
midst of them, and thou shalt know that 
the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto them. 
And the Lord shall inherit Judah his 
portion in the holy land, and shall choose 
Jerusalem again. Be sUent, O all flesh, 
before the Lord: for he is raised up out 
of his holy habitation. Thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, I am returned to Zion, and 
will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem : and 
Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth ; 
and the mountain of the Lord of hosts, 
the holy mountain. Before these days 
there was no hire for man, nor any bite 
for beasts ; neither was there any peace to 
him that went out, or came in, because of 
the afllietion. But now I will not be unto 
the residue of this,people, as in the former 
days, saith the Lord of hosts, p^^ ^^ 
seed shall be prosperous, and the vV^e shall 
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give her fruit, and the ground shall give 
her increase, and the heavens shall give 
their dew : and I will cause the remnant 
of this people to possess all these things'. 
And it shall come to pass, that as you were 
a curse among the heathen, O house of 
Judah, and house of Israel ; so will X save 
you, and ye shall be a blessing; As I 
thought to punish you, when your fathered 
provoked me to wrath, saith the Lord 6f 
hosts, and I repented not ; so again have 
I thought in these days to do well unto 
Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah: 
fear ye not." 

Here the peace and prosperity predicted 
by former prophets is declared by Zef- 
chariah, almost the last of the Old Testa- 
ment prophets, to be realized in the return 
from Babylon^ the building of the second 
temple, and the re-establishment of the 
JeiJoish polity and worship.* 

• " As for the Scripture, alleged by the Jews for their 
temporal restoration to an illustrious condition in their own 
country, they have found their full accomplishment in the 
return of that nation to their own land, from the captivity 
in Babylon; and, therefore, further performance of such 
promises is not to be expected." — Pisgah Sight, Sfc. In 
proof of this remark of Fuller's, I may add the testimony of 
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In the fourteenth chapter^ the 10th and 
11th verses are required to be taken lite- 
rally ; so must the 16th, to the end, which 
will involve, as we noticed, under " Zion and 
Jerusalem," many incongruities. No other 
opinion need be expressed here than that 
the 10th and 11th verses refer to no such 
actual occurrence as a literal interpretation 
would suppose ; and that, if '^ no more," in 
the 11th verse, involve the idea of per- 
petuity, so may chap. xi. 6, and Hosea L 6, 
before considered. Of course, I might 
here enlarge very much; but unless you 
think it necessary (which I do not), in 
order to come fairly at a decision, I shall 
decline a minute examination of the whole 
series of predictions usually supposed to 
favour the contested point. The observar 
tions already made may sufiSce to shew the 

Josephus, from whom we learn that the population of Judea, 
subsequent to the return from Babylon, became so over- 
flowing that the land was too confined for them, and they 
swarmed in all the contiguous countries. We also learn 
that, from the same period, almost uninterrupted peace and 
prosperity pervaded Palestine for fuU 300 years ; and this, 
oontrasted with their previous abject condition as ci^tives 
in a strange land, was quite sufficient to justify the strong 
metaphorical language of the prophets, consistent as such 
phraseology has always been considexed by odoital poets. 
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An objection to the doctrine, that the phraseology of MaUchi, the 
only prophet after Nehemiah's reformation, doet not fitvour it«—- 
The ilouble reference of Prophecy strengthens this ol^ection. — 
An objection to the doctrine, that it is urmecestariljf encum- 
bered with difficulties. — The difficulty of accomplishment 
merely y admitted to be no objection. — Why it i# an objection 
in the present case. — Simplicity of interpretation to be pre- 
ferred. — Remarlc of Lord Bacon. — The line of argument pur- 
sued defended against a probable objection. 



Jpriirth, 1828. 

My valued Friend, 

I HAVE now to remark on the second 
objection advanced, vi%. 

^^ After the last reformation recorded 
by Nehemiah, there was only one prophet 
(Malachi) until the Christian sera, and he 
does not predict any fiiture deliverance 
of the Jewish nation; thus leaving us to 
conclude that the predictions of former 
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prophets were fulfilled, as to their literal 
import, on the return from Babylon and 
the subsequent prosperity, and had no 
reference to the present dispersion.** 

Yet the Seer still predicts the universal 
spread of truth and the world's oblation 
of a pure offering, (chap. i. 11.) He 
beholds " the Sun of Righteousness ap- 
proaching,** but its rising beams make 
no fresh discovery of Judea's future tempo- 
ral prosperity. He foretells the coming 
of ** JElias" and the triumphs of Messiah, 
who will *^ purify the sons of Levi/ or, as 
John afterwards announced, " whose fan 
is in his hand, and he will throughly purge 
his floor." — '' Then," says the prophet, 
^' shall the offering of Judah and Jerusa- 
lem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the 
days of old, and as in former years; and 
I will come near to you in judgment, &c. 
&c. &cJ^ And how fiiDy was this realized 
ivhen the pure spirit of Christiaiuty 
breathed forth, and testified against tbe 
works of darkness! How truly ^i the 
LfOrd come nigh to judgment wlieu the 
imprecated blood of Jesus involved Jenw 
salem in unutterable woe ! 
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Every one who admits that prophecy 
has often a double reference — an im- 
mediate and a more remote one — will 
perceive the force of the objection now 
advanced ; for admitting the principle of 
a double reference^ or a primary and 
secondary meaning, which the second and 
sixteenth Psalms, Zeclu vi. 9, &c., and many 
other passages abundantly establish, the 
silence of prophecy after the reformation 
of Nehemiah is very strong presumptive 
evidence that the return from Babylon^ 
and the subsequent reformation and pro- 
sperity, were the temporal events chiefly 
referred to in preceding prophecies. 

The Prophets, up to Malachi, had pre- 
dicted the deliverance of Israel from 
national captivity and oppression, and 
their re-enjoyment of temporal prosperity 
in Palestine. The two last prophets b€>- 
fore Malachi, (Haggai and Zechariah^) 
and also Nehemiah, refer those predic- 
tions of renewed prosperity to the period 
and circumstances of the return from 
Babylon; and now it seemed as if the 
soul of prophecy were, for a season, sa- 
tisfied. The grand typical deliverance of 



LETTER VIII. 109 

which it had so often sung was accom- 
plished ; but^ ere it took its flight, it 
struck again its sweetest chord of melody, 
and harped a prelude to the Gentile 
praises, and sung the sudden coming of 
the Lord, and then, in farewell notes, 
struck by the rising " Sun of Righteous- 
ness," it warned and left the church four 
hundred years. 

The silence of prophecy after the re- 
formation of Nehemiah, I conceive, forms 
a strong objection to the litigated point, 
while the generally-admitted principle of 
a double reference sufBciently accounts for 
the language of former predictions. 

TJurd Objection. *' The doctrine of a 
literal restoration is encumbered with cer- 
tain difficulties which are not necessary to 
be encountered, because obviated by an 
interpretation more simple and more in 
harmony with the general tenor of the 
word of God, than that upon which the 
said doctrine is founded." I am perfectly 
aware that no objection fairly lies against 
a prediction nrnply because the accom- 
plishment appears to be unlikely ; foft who 
shall limit the Holy One of Isniel ? But 
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as, when two explanations are oflfered of 
any fact in natural history, the whole 
analogy of nature dictates the reception 
of that which is the most simple and 
most in accordance with its ordinary pro* 
cesses and developments, so, arguing from 
analogy still, I am bound to receive th^ 
interpretation of the prophecies which is 
the most simple, and, at the same time^ 
best corresponds with the general tenor 
of revealed truth. Thus we adtxut, as 
the most simple, the Copemican system 
of astronomy in preference to that which . 
would suppose a much more complicated 
and stupendous machinery, and a much 
greater expenditure of physical energy.* 
And thus any other theory that should be 
equally plausible, and at the same time . 
more simple, might very properly superrr 
sede the system of Newton himself. And 
thus, we admit the opinion, as most com 
sonant with the same theory (Newton's), 
that the planets of our solar system are 

* Copernicus alleged the simplicity of his theory as its 
strong recommendation, and acknowledged that the oon- 
f\i8ion of the favourite system suggested to him the idea of 
examining its claims to implicit adoption. 
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opaque bodies, deriving their light, cw the 
earth does, from the sun, in preferencei to 
the notion that they are orbs of essentia 
light. And thus, upon the same principle, 
further illustrations of the force attach- 
ing to the objection now advanced may 
be derived from Scripture. Heaven is 
described vsrith gates of pearl and paver 
ment of gold ; and vvho will say the de* 
scription must, (^ necessity, htmcoxxeotl 
Yet who ever thinks that the description 
is literally true ? The angels of God, it 
is declared, shall cast transgressors '^ into 
a furnace of fire." They 'Vshall have 
their part in the lake which burneth with 
fire and brimstone." If this language 
admitted of no other interpretation, we 
should be bound to take it literally (as 
some persons really have done),, however 
great the difficulty involved of fire ever 
acting yet not consuming; for what is 
too hard for *' Him who dwelt in the 
bush?" But there is no necessity for 
encountering this difficulty, because a 
solution more simple and more in har- 
mony with the general tenor of the divine 
record, is suggested upon other priu- 

f2 
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ciples.* These remarks will apply with eqml 
force to the difficulties into which the doo 
trine of a literal restoration is encumbered ; 
but before I stale what these difficultieB 
are^ it may be well to meet an objectioii 
that maybe advanced against this Una. of 
argument. It may be said^ the objections 
advanced against the final restoration ^ 
the Jews might equally have been ad- 
vanced against their return from Babylon 
and other deliverances. But I presume 
the cases are widely different. The pro- 
mise of Canaan (worldly blessings) was to 
Abraham and to his seed under thaila^tr; 
the promi'se of an eternal inheritance ms 
to the children of faith. . When the ^ old 
dispensation then was abrogated, the pro- 
mise of worldly blessings ceased^ and) siflce 
the dawn of Christianity, the promises 
to the Church involve chiefly spiritual 

* Simplicity of interpretation cannot be too much in- 
sisted upon. *' As those wines which flow from the 6rs^ 
treading out of the grapes," says Lord Bacon, " are sweeter 
and better than those forced out by the press, which gives 
the roughness of the husk and the stone ; so are those doc- 
trines best and wholesqmest which flow from a gentle crush 
of the Scripture, and are not wrvmg into controversies an4 
common place," 
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blessings. No valid objection could have 
been advanced by an individual^ disposed 
to spiritualize the prophecies predicting 
the return from Babylon, on the same 
principle as that on which a literal resto- 
ration is now objected to. Whatever dif- 
ficulties apparently lay in the way of their 
return from Babylon, (difficulties, by the 
bye, not comparable to those now in 
question,) they were absolutely necessary 
to be encountered, and could not be ob- 
viated by any spiritual interpretation in 
consonance with the genius of the Old 
Testament economy. The pro{>hecies on 
the subject demanded a literal fulfilment 
without alternative. 

In my next, I shall proceed to state 
the difficulties with which the doctrine of 
a literal restoration is encumbered. 

Till then, and ever, believe me truly. 

Yours, &c. 
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the difficulties with which the doctrine is encumhered stated.— 
The present political aspect of the world less favourable to tin 
doctrine than imagined. — The writer not to he chatged with 
^ disbelief, or want of confidence in the divine power, for nrgSpg 
the objection of di^ct</<ie«.— National existence ^i the Jews 
after conversion improbable. — Why so.*— An error to suppose 
their continued existence the result dfW Divine Ssct&B, or their 
national preservation miraculous, — The doctrine sappfm^ 
distinctions between Jew and Gentile which Christianity has 
destroyed.— There are Prophecies that teem directly opposed 
to it. 



^pril 10, 1828. 

Mr DEAR Friend, 

The difficulties with which the doc- 
trine of a literal rest6ration is encumbered, 
are of three kinds. 

First, Arising from the magnitude of 
the events necessarily implied. 

Secondly, Arising from the ordinary 
course of things. 

Thirdly, Arising from the apparent con- 
tradiction to Scripture testimony which 
the doctrine involves. 
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first, The magnitude of the events, 
necessarily implied. 

If the Jews are to be restored to Pales* 
tine, it must be by the operation of moral 
principles; the silent workings of Pro- 
vidence in their behalf; the force of arms, 
or the intervention of miraculous power — 
all events most stupendous, whether re- 
garded singly, or in any supposable com- 
bination. 

Look at their condition scattered among 
the nations ; it is highly improbable that 
their restoration will be effected by any of 
these means. 

By the operation of moretl principles on 
themselves, or on other nations, or hy 
their operation on themsehes and other 
nations confointly. 

The Restoration, whatever it involves, 
is promised only on repentance. They 
must be converted almost isimultaneoBsly 
throughout the world, or, by the slow 
process of individual conversion that has 
hitherto marked the history of the Church, 
they will be merged in the general body 
of believers, and their nationality be lost. 
The nation must be ^bom in a day.** 
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Th^i there must be tm equally pow^rfiil 
operation of moral principles on otiber 
nations. The political aspect of the warid'i^ 
affairs must undergo a wonderfuLmutatiott. 
Palestine must change its present masters 
for others who will be friendly to liie Jewa^ 
literal interpreters of prophecy, and obe- 
dient to the heavenly vision. The tyraniiy 
of those who now possess Jerusalem must 
be subdued by foreign force, brought mko 
exercise by conviction of the justice of 
the cause, or be vanquished by principle 
operating on the tyrant possessors them- 
selves, and the restoration be the fruit of 
a holy war, or of the voluntary vacation of 
the land — ^the free renunciation of power, 
territory, home. Where shall the «clf- 
ejected wanderers go ? Such an operation 
of moral principle, is an event too impro- 
bable to be expected, while the prophecies 
are capable of another, an easier, and a 
more consistent interpretation than such 
an event implies. And with this more 
consistent interpretation at hand, I do not 
see how, upon any moral principle, the 
Jews could lay claim to Palestine, with 
more justice or less fanaticism than ac- 
tuated the Crusaders of old in their attack 
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upon the same territory. However favour- 
able, in the opinion of some interpreters of 
prophecy, the present political aspect of 
the world may be to their peculiar views, 
had they lived at the period of the Cru- 
sades, and especially when Jerusalem itself 
was wrested from the Saracens, and an- 
nounced their opinions then, they would 
have entered the arena of debate with 
eminent advantage against any controver- 
tists, supported only as they themselves 
now are by pdlitical aspects. 

By the silent workings of Providence on 
'' • tTieir behalf. 

.; Doubtless the Lord, who turneth the 
hearts of men as the rivers of water, could 
easily secure the literal fulfilment of the 
prophecies in question ; but, however easy 
to Him to whom nothing is hard, a literal 
restoration, produced by the silent work- 
ings of Providence, employing all necessary 
agencies, would yet suppose such wondrous 
changes, such a revolution in the world's 
affairs, an exercise of power on the minds 
and circumstances of men so unparellaled 

f3 
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in humdn experience, that its natnral im- 
probability, connected with its want of 
agreement with the spiritual nature of the 
Christian dispensation, and with the con- 
sideration that another and more consistent 
interpretation may be given, appears to 
me sufficient ground for regarding it as an 
event, involving in its magnitude a power- 
ful objection against the probability of its 
occurrence. 

By the force of arms. 

Either the Jews themselves, or them- 
selves in league with others, must be the 
warriors to subdue; or other nations, 
urged by principle, as before supposed, or 
by interest, must effect the conquest for 
them. If the former, the changes in their 
habits, their resources, their relative con- 
sequence among the nations, must be so 
great, that credulity itself would be tasked 
to believe it possible, and faith be nobly 
tried, if, without alternative, she were 
called upon to admit that prophecy fore- 
told it. If the latter — the intervention of 
other nations — the task for credulity 
and the trial of faith would be equally 
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imposing. Besides^ Christ has said, ** If 
my kingdom were of this world, then 
should my servants fight ; hut now is mjT 
kingdom not from hence.** 

By the intervention of nufaculous power. 

In how many ways Omnipotence might 
interfere, no finite being may presume to 
say, but modes enough of possible opera- 
tion may be imagined by which to estimate 
the value of the supposition in debate. 
By a mighty exercise of overruling energy, 
the veil of unbelief might at once be torn 
away from the heart of Israel, tfie desire 
to revisit Palestine pervade their minds 
and fire their souls, the means of realiza- 
tion be created, and every people bow to 
the divine decree, to '* let the righteous 
nation in;** but .the still small voice of 
gospel truth says "No!" its disclosures 
render such an exercise of power unneces- 
sary, its light reveals an ampler fulfilment 
of ancient promise than any such exercise 
of power would realize.* I conclude that 

♦ Let me not be charged here with a disbelief ofc or a 
want of confidence in the divine power; this would be 
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the magnitude of the events necessarily 
implied^ presents a difficulty which forms 
a strong objection to the doctrine of a 
literal restoration, while the prophecies 
supposed to predict that event are easily 
and more consistently explicable upon 
other principles. 

Second kind of difficulty, arising from the 
ordinary course of things. 

If the Jews continue to exist as a distinct 
nation after their conversion, one of two 
circumstances differing from the circum* 
stances attendant on the conversion of 
other nations must occur. I mean what 
has been just mentioned, a simultaneous 
conversion, or a maintained distinctiveness 
after conversion, unprecedented by any 
known fact in the history of the world. 
For what nation has been " born at once T 
What people, naturalized in a land and 
undistinguished by opinions, or municipal 
privileges, have failed to lose their national 
character by intermarriages and the various. 

unfair. I am only anxious that our views on that subject 
should be consistent with the revealed testimony of the 
divine iSiind. 
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intercoarse of life with those among whom 
they haTe dwelt ? Whole multitudes of 
Jews^ in the primitive age of the diurch, 
lost their national character when they gain- 
ed admission into the kingdom of Christ ; 
bat if it had been intended that their 
national distinction should be perpetu- 
ated^ why are not the descendants of those 
christianized Jews, (recognised as such J 
now resident among the nations, and wait- 
ing for the further '' consolation of Israel T 

I consider it to be a great error in itseU^ 
and a great cause of erroneous observatum 
on the subject, to regard the omtinned 
existence of the Jews, as a natioii, as the 
result (rf a divine decree, with some specific 
end in view, infrtfiad ai r^;ardiiig it as iSbe 
matmral and necessanf firuit rf their mi- 
bdief, national prejudioes, and rdigious 
opinicHis. Nothing but these have pre- 
served them as a nation, nor was anjtluD^ 
dse reqmUe to pi e seiie fiiem as sadb. 

Men talk rf the wonderfiil ezereise of 
divine powCT in their preservation, and 
make a mystery rf what is no mj^tery. Let 
them csonsid^, when iiiej talk tlms, that 
they charge God fiwfiddy, and «^*i^?^rtip 
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to Him that hardness of heart and dark- 
ness of mind which alone have kept the 
Jews a separate people. Their continued 
existence as a nation, though admitted to 
be the necessary result of their sentiments, 
is not the less on that account an unan- 
swerable testimony to the truth of pro- 
phecy, and the testimony is in no essential 
degree strengthened by the supposition of 
miraculous preservation. 

In order to prove that the Jews have 
been preserved a distinct people by miracle, 
it is necessary to shew that a miracle is 
requisite for the purpose, and that their 
national peculiarities are of a kind, in the 
nature of things, likely to be laid aside by 
intercourse with other people. This, I 
think, the most sagacious and best inform- 
ed must vainly attempt to do. No other 
nation has been scattered under parallel 
circumstances, and therefore the history of 
no other nation can be adduced as in point. 
The miracle — the miracle was the fore- 
sight imparted to the prophets, by which 
they were enabled so exactly to describe 
the future lot of these children of dis- 
obedience. For though, when their city 
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was destroyed, and themselves sift 
amongst the nations, their peculiarities ] 
were sufficient to keep them a distinct ] 
people, and nothing but conversion to 
Christianity could destroy those pecu- 
culiarities ; what eye, but the eye which j 
seeth the end from the beginning, could "i 
foresee those improbable events ? With- 
out adopting the idea of miraculous I 
preservation, their national existence is ] 
adequately accounted for, and sufficiently ] 
attests the truth of Scripture, and sliames 
the credulity of unbelief. 

The doctrine of a literal restoration is 
encumbered with the difficulty that it im- 
phes events unprecedented in the world's 
experience, unparalleled in the history of 
the Church, and opposed to the ordinary 
course of things. 

Third kind of difficulty, arising from 

tite apparent contradiction to Scripture 

testimony, which tlie doctrine involves. 

If the Jews exist after their conversion, 

under the circumstances alleged, restored 

to their ancient patrimony in token of tlie 

divine approbation, elevated in the rank 
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of nations higher than the rest^ hpnou^C^^ 
with the personal and visible reign^ of 
Messiah in their midst^ they will be diflK 
tinguished not only as Christians in genepral 
by the ordinary manifestations of diviiie 
love; but, apparently, contrary to the. 
Scripture, there will be a great " di^ 
ference" (Rom. xv. 9) between them and 
other Christians, and the *' Jew" in Christ 
will be distinguished far above the 
" Greek.*' Circumcision and uncircujaaH 
cision will avail much, (that is, in spirit^ 
though the sign may cease) ; and though 
citizens, it may be, in the spiritual com^, 
monwealth of Israel, yet ^^ fellow citifions^. 
with the converted Jews, believing Gexi? 
tiles can never be, nor otherwise .than 
" strangers" still to one of the *' covenants 
of promise." Contrary to the apparent 
spirit of gospel revelation, there will be, 
in addition to the divine procedure to- 
wards all other nations, an especial com- ' 
munication of temporal blessings and 
prosperity to Israel ; and the " promises" 
which were thought to extend to all *' the 
children counted for the seed," it will 
appear, were not so extensive in their 
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application, but were fraught, like the mess 
of Benjamin, with five-fold bounty to the 
Jews. 

Further, the following passages, refer- 
ring, as I presume no one will question, 
to the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus 
Vespasian, seem to denounce such an 
entire and final desolation of their country, 
as determines the fallacy of the doctrine 
at once. " Thus saith the Lord, Go and 
get a potter's earthen vessel, and take of 
the ancients of the people, and of the 
ancients of the priests ; and go forth unto 
the valley of the son of Hinnom, which is 
by the entry of the east gate, and pro- 
claim there the words that I shall tell thee. 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, . . ... I will 
make this city desolate, and an hissing ; 
every one that passeth thereby shall be 
astonished and hiss, because of all the 
plagues thereof. And I will cause them 
to eat the fiesh of their sons and the flesh 
of their daughters, and they shall eat every 
one the flesh of his friend in the siege and 
straitness, wherewith their enemies, and 
they that seek their lives, shall straiten 
them. Then shalt thou break the bottle 
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in the sight of the men that go with thee> 
and shalt say unto them^ Thus s^ith jtbe 
Lord of hosts ; Even so will I break t^is 
people ^nd this city^ as one breaketh a 
potter's vessel, that cannot be made wlv)l6 
again/' Jer. xix. 1—3, 8—11.—" I wfll 
NO MORE pity the inhabitants of the land^ 
saith the Lord: but, lo, I will deliver the 
men every one into his neighbour's hand, 
and into the hand of his king : and they 
shall smite the land, and out of their hand 
I will NOT deliver them.*' Zech. xi. 6*^;— ^, 
These passages I leave to your considera- 
tion, not laying, you will be pleasedl :^. 
observe, any abstract or independent stress 
on the phrases- no mors, and not, which I 
have before shewn might be fallacious^ bui 
a revive stress alone, regarding them in 
their particular connexion, and as referring 
to the last destruction of Jerusalem.* 
Amongst all the supposed predictions of 

* " Orders were issued out to the Governor of Syria, to 
set the whole land of Judea to sale, which was done ac- 
cordingly. Time was when, hy the LeviHcal lata, Jeumk land, 
though sold, yet at the year oiJybilee^ was to revert to the 
ancient owners ; hut now the King of Heaven granted such . 
a licence oi aUenaUon,' iheX it was fully and finally pasted 
away from its ancient possessors."— -Fuller's Pisgah Sight 
cf Palestine. 
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a restoration, that admit of a literal coiih 
struction, I do not find one that was 
uttered in such dear and indisputable 
reference to the Christian aera, as the pas- 
sages just cited. I take these passages 
therefore as literally denouncing Jerusa^ 
lem's perpetual desolation, until desola- 
tions shall cease in all the earth for everi. 
See also Deut. xxviii. 15 ; xlv. 46. Ezek. 
vii. 2, 3, 6, 11— 14. 

The other prediction, such as Zech. xii. 
6, '^ In that day I will make the governors 
of Judah like an hearth of fire among the 
wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; 
and they shall devour all the people round 
about, on the right hand and on the left ; and 
Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her 
own place, even in Jerusalem ;'* — Chap.xiv. 
11, "And men shall dwell in it, and there 
shall be no more utter destruction; but 
Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited" — ^must 
be interpreted, so far as they admit of a 
literal interpretation, as referring to the 
period of prosperity between the return 
from Babylon and the birth of Christ;* 

• The Almighty was pleased to commiserate thdr cala- 
mity, and as He had foretold them by Jeremiah the prophet, 
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while, far beyond that temporal prosperity^, 
the spirit of the passage * refers to the 
general Church, when *'the Lord shall Ire 
king over all the earth/' In Zech. xii. the 
10th verse, evidently describing an event 
subseqyent to that mentioned in the 6th, is 
fixed by John xix. 34, 37, as fulfilled at the 
crucifixion of Christ ; and Zech. xiv. 1 1, 
has no more right to be interpreted literally 
than the symbolical language preceding 
has, or than the last six verses have, which 



before the destruction of the city, that after they had served 
Nebuchadnezzar and his posterity for seventy years, they 
should be restored to their own country, see the temple built, 
and resume their former state of glory; so He fxmchsccfed te 

fttlfil His promise in evert instance The building was 

erected and finished within the space of seven years, accord- 
ing to the prophecies of Haggai and Zechariah The 

priests andLevites, together with the people of Israel, offered 
in sacrifice an hundred bulls, &c. as sin-ofiferings for the 
twelve tribes, in acknowledgment for the blessing of their 
deliverance firom captivity, and their restoration to theip 
former state, and to God's holy worship in a new temple . . , 
Upon the fourteenth day of the first month they held the 
passover, and kept festival for seven days afterwards, ofier- 
ing up, sacrifices to God for restoring them to the possession 
and enjoyment of their native coimtry, and their ancient 
laws and religion, &c. They spared no cost in the cde- 
bration of this festival, and, having resumed their former 
power," &c &c. — MAYVARi}*a Josephus Antiq. chaps. L &y. 
See also Ezra, third chapter; vL 14, &c.; ix. 8, 9. 
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it would be in the highest degree absurd 
to interpret so, as I have shewn in a former 
letter. (See Letter V. under " no more" — 

" FOR ever".) 

Thus have the difficulties which encum- 
ber the doctrine of a literal restoration 
been stated; and, in the preceding ob- 
servations, it may have appeared that 
these difficulties are entirely obviated by 
an interpretation upon other principles — 
an interpretation more simple^ and more 
in harmony with the general tenor of the 
Word of God. 

Yours, &c. 
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That the doctrine is held by the Jews themselves, and by moiit 
Christians, no sufficient ground for receiving it— why. — The 
continued existence of the Jews, as a nation, to the pr^ent 
time, nothing in favour of it — why. — Probable effect df their 
conversion hefwe the Gentiles. — The opinion that they will 
be converted hefort the Gentiles contrary to Scripture ; and, 
consequently, the notion that the Jews will be chief agents in 
the conversion of the Gentiles. — The continued national exist- 
ence of the Jews a proof of the Divine intention to employ 
them as agents in the conversion of the Gentiles. — Their 
scattered condition no proof of such intention. — Morere(»(ma&/e, 
as well as more scriptural, to expect the Gentiles will be con- 
verted first. — Personal reign of Christ — Millennium — both un- 
scriptural doctrines. — Remarks of the late Rev. John Cooke, 
of Maidenhead, on Dr. Gill's description of the Millennium. 



y^|)n/12, 1828. 

My dear Friend, 

After all it may be considered by 
many as an argument in favour of the 
restoration, that the Jews themselves, and 
most Christians to the present time, have 
expected such a literal fulfilment of pro* 
phecy. 
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But this is not sufficient ground for con- 
cluding the expectation to be warrantable, 
any more than the short-sighted and tem- 
poral views of the Jews, and of Christ's 
disciples concerning the Messiah, when and 
before He came, were a sufficient ground, 
as the high priests and others alleged it to 
be, for rejecting him as not agreeing, in 
their opinion, with the notices contained in 
the Scriptures. 

The opinions of the two disciples, who 
were overtaken by our Lord going to 
Emmaus, were in favour of the doctrine 
of a literal restoration — " We trusted that 
if had been He that should have redeemed 
Israer — and had they been consulted pre- 
vious to His death, as to the nature and 
object of His mission, their opinions would, 
no doubt, have been regarded as powerful 
evidence that Christ was come to set up 
an earthly kingdom, and, Uterally, to ac^ 
complish that re^storation of which the 
prophets wrote. But his death falsified 
their views ; and, when he himself declared 
the spiritual nature of his kingdom, and 
^' expounded unto them in all the Scriptures 
the things concerning himself," " their eyes 
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were opened," and their opmions were 
altered; and we now wonder that tlidr 
expectations were ever so carnal. And 
when the world's wild wilderness, r still 
desolate in sin, shall *' blossom as the rose,* 
and the Church of Christ be made* *' tte 
joy of the whole earth,** perhaps there may 
be wonderment that Jews or Gentiles ever 
limited their views to Palestine, and to 
" the Jerusalem, which now is, and is in 
bondage,'* when they read of the promised 
plenty of *' the glorious land,'* andi iibe 
future splendour of '' the holy city"' 1^ in 
the latter days." Again, the continued 
existence of the Jews as a nation^ may .be 
regarded as an argument in favour of the 
doctrine ; and it may be said, that iS.Ae 
Jews cease to exist in a national cajpaciiy^ 
one of the strongest testimonies to tke 
truth of Revelation will be removed. ' But, 
supposing their conversion to precede thst 
of the Gentiles in general, and in the, sud- 
den msinner some expect, t^e occurrence 
will be one of the most wonderfol and 
striking to all men, that the world ever 
witnessed; and will, therefore, be itself a 
powerful testimony in favoinr of Chnstianitji^ 
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fmd^ to after ages, a standing memorial, to 
the same effect, on the well-authenticated 
page of history. And this historical testi- 
jtnony will be as satisfactory to the well- 
informed of other nations, as the national 
existence of the Jews in Palestine would 
be ; while, to the ill-informed, such national 
^stence would be no more a matter of 
certain cognizance, than historical testi- 
mony would. 

If the conversion shall be gradual, every 
individual instance of it will aid the caus^ 
of Christianity ; and when ^^ all Israel shall 
be saved," the historical fact, that they once 
existed as a nation in the midst of all other 
nations, bearing the tokens of Almighty 
wrath, and that the awful brand of na- 
•tional distinction only disappeared upon 
their obedience to Him their fathejrs 
crucified, will be a flaming torch of evi- 
dence too strong for honest scepticism to 
withstand, and too brilliant for wilful 
enmity to feign unseen. 

Thus, meeting the objector on his own 
ground, and supposing the conversion of 
the Jews will precede that of the world in 
general, his objection is wholly destitute 
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of force : but the language of Scripture 
entirely removes any apparent difficulty on 
this score, for their conversion is not to be 
completed ''until the fulness of the Gentiles 
be brought in" (Rom. xi. 25> 26), and the 
universal '' belief of the truth'* shall rend^ 
their national distinctness, as a testimony 
in its favour, altogether unnecessary. The 
authority of this passage in Rom. xi. like* 
wise explodes the opinion, that the Jews 
will be the chief instruments in the con* 
version of other nations. 

It has been said, as corroborative of the 
presumed divine intention to make tham 
special agents in this great work, that their 
scattered condition in all lands adapts them 
for it in a peculiar manner. They are 
residents among all people, it is said, ac- 
quainted with the languages and pecuE- 
arities of the respective nations where they 
sojourn; and, therefore, when they arc 
converted, their &cilities for commumh 
eating the truth will render them most 
effective labourers in the missionary field. 
To this I reply, that the statement goes 
upon two assumptions which remain to 
be proved. First, That their scattered 



L£5ffii"s!; 
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condition is not sufficiently accounted for 
already, without this supposition of a Divine 
intention, in reference to them, not yet 
executed ; and, secondly. That their scat- 
tered condition does adapt them in a 
peculiar manner for missionary labour. If 
men wiU, they may set their imaginations 
to work, and find apparent indications of 
a Divine intention to refulfil all the pro- 
phecies. The scattered condition of the 
Jews is now, and, from the moment of their 
dispersion, has been fulfilling an important 
end in confirming the " sure word of pro- 
phecy," and authenticating the books which 
purport to be from God. Why should we, 
then, go out of the way to try if, haply, we 
may find out some other intention, and 
discover some otJier end in their dispersion? 
But I take the liberty of questioning the 
statement altogether, and plainly profess 
that it does not appear to me to be correct. 
I cannot see that the Jews, when converted, 
will possess any such facilities as will afford 
the corroboration assumed. For, how are 
they to be converted ? By an effusion of 
spiritual influence solely, and unaccom- 
panied by any of the ordinary means ? I 
G 2 
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am not aware of any scriptural ground 
upon which the supposition is tenabla 
'^ Faith Cometh by hearing" — ^then, I should 
expect, the Jews will hear. What they 
hear, th>se also among whom they dwdQ 
may hear likewise. *^ Hearing, by the word 
of God" — ^then they will* hear the word of 
God, which is the power of God to salva^ 
tion, not to the Jew only, hut to the Greek 
also. '^ But how shall they hear without 
a preacher ? And how shall they preach 
except they be sent T I see no warrant 
from Scripture, or reason, to expect the 
Jews will be brought under the influence 
of truth, by any means that will not be 
equally likely to affect the people among 
whom they dwell. And, if so, their Heathen 
compatriots are as likely to be converted^ 
through the means that will prove effectual 
to the Jews, as the Jews themselves; and 
as little likely to require the agency of the 
converted Jews in their conversion, as the 
Jews are to require the agency of the con- 
verted Heathen in theirs. Indeed, if we 
speculate, I think it would not be difficult 
to shew, that it is highly probable the Jews 
will hold out to the last, and relent only 



X. 139 

whai the conrerted Heathen unite with 
tlie universal Chnrch in exhorting them — 
^ Arise;, shine ; for thy fight is come, and 
tlie glory of the Lord kas nsai iqKm theef 

The si^x>sed case is this. The God of Israd 
bas graciously prcnnised to poor ont his 
Spirit xspon the seed <^ Alnaham, when 
^ they shall look on Him whom they have 
pierced, and mourn." The cimsequaioe 
win be, that, with weeping and supphca- 
tvMfij they wiU return to the Lord, and he 
will abundantly pardcm them. This is the 
process of conTiction, conrerskm, and ac- 
c^tance, in all the instances of a souTs 
renovation. And, as the promise implies 
nothing more thaii the ordinaiy inflnoioe 
and ezerdse of Divine grace and mercy 
promised in similar terms to off the triba 
of mai (Isa. xL 5 ; Joel iL 28*), why ^MMild 



• I am aware of Ac phraseologr €f die poBi^ in Jod. 
^tfi^rwardM" "I will p«a- cam my ^mt," Ac ; bat das k 
expreslr rcfemd by P£«r to ibe Pcnseocisul cfiaun, aai 



to the poipoBe as an as^inient to irore any feare 

^-q n^^lly «n the Jews in pagiiaikr; al&oi^iiiL ^ 

the purpose as an argmneit to fnrre that the Spim 
pq^aKy^ and in the same t i prnw ; , prcaaised tA t^^ n_^ 
with dbe Jew, 
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a more miraculous agency be looked for f 
The means of grace are sent to a Heathen 
land. Jews and Heathens hear the Wi)rd ; 
the Spirit is poured out — on whom ? ' The 
Jews only? Where is there a single 'pas- 
sage in the Scriptures to justify the opinion; 
that God will so depart from his ordinary, 
procedure; and^ we may say^ from tihie 
general testimony of his word> becesiifing 
thus '^ a respecter of persons/' imd making 
external circumstances the rule <if fab 
conduct? 

The experience of the Churchy sinee:ib^ 
day of Pentecost^ protests against it» fiiMi- 
son^ Scripture^ and experience^ combiike to 
say there is no ground to believe the Spirj^ 
will be poured out upon the Jewsy except 
in connexion with^ and as an acconipMii- 
ment of the umal means employed by 'the 
Divine agent, in converting the souls of 
ally whether Jews or Gentiles ; no grouiid 
to believe that the Jews will be con- 
vinced sooner than their Heathen neigh- 
bours under those means ; nor any grburid^ 
therefore, toT^elieve that native mission- 
aries from the Jews will arise sooner, and 
in greater number, than native missionaries 
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from among the Headiui, where the Jews 



The opmkm, thai, I ccmader imtenaMe ; 
aody belbre we dismiss the First Hypo- 
THBSiSy let it be ohsenred partiealarly, that 
aiqr one of the statements inYi^ed in it is 
38 liaUe to objection, on some, or all of the 
groonds aU^;ed, as any other of them. 

The doctrine of Christ's personal rdgn^ 
and* indeed, the whole system of the mo* 
dcgnMillennarianshas beoi so aUy refuted 
by a writer in the C<mgregational Mi^ 
gazine, that it seems unnecessary to do 
vaare here than refer the reader to that 
wcfA, VoL X. 1827 ; three piqpers, be- 
ginning page 465, which I take the libatj 
of earnestly recommending to particalar 
notioe, although I do not coincide with the 
writer in all his admissions, I diall only 
observe here, that, according to the New 
Testament, the second coming ci Christ 
win be to judgment, at the last day, im- 
mediately after whidi he shaU deliva i^ 
the kingdom to his Father; that is, tl^ 
Mediator's work will be accomplished, the 
yindication of the Dirine authority com- 
pleted, and God will be all in alL (Actsi 
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11 ; Heb. ix. 28 ; 1 Thess. iv. 16, ftc. r 
2Thess.i. 7; Jude 14.) The New Testd^ 
ment writers speak of no otiier coming 
than this. Therefore no passages prd^ 
mising to those who '* overcame," that they 
shall sit with Christ on his throne, feign 
with him a thotisand years, &c., can' be 
interpreted as literally descriptire of ciir*' 
cumstances to occur &§^^ the judgtneht, 
because Christ will not come before ; Aoi^'^f 
any c^ter, because immediately after it h«» 
will deliver up the kingdom to his Fathefy 
that God may be all in all.* 



♦ Since writing the above, I find, in the " lUmaind of th^ 
late Rev. John Cooke, of Maidenhead," just published, the 
following remarks on the Millennium : — " Dr. Gill and 
others thus describe it. The former says, * After the world is 
biu*ned, the living saints changed, and the dead ones raieed, 
Christ will personally appear, and visibly reign a thousand 
years ; after which the wicked wiQ be raised, and the generaL 
judgment immediately succeed the resurrection.* Th/i 
passage on which these sentiments are built, is Rev. xx. 1, 6, 
which is capable of another meaning, and which, I think, is 
more consistent with the passage itself and the general 
tenor of the Sacred Scriptures. 

'' A valuable design may be answered, and numerous and 
weighty objections to the Millennium obviated, by. under- 
standing it as referring, not to a personal and visible, but to 
a spiritual reign, or a dispensation of the Holy Spirit, in his 
gifts and graces answerable to the prophetic descriptions^ 
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The conclusion^ therefore, to be drawn, 
if the subject have been fairly discussed in 
the preceding observations, is the follow- 
ing, viz. 

The Scriptures teach us that the Jews 
will be converted, but do not teach us that 
they will be collected and restored, as a 
nation, to their own land ; or that, as a 
nation they will be, in any way, more 
dignified and honourable than any other 
people ; or that the Messiah will personally 
and visibly reign among them; or that, 
by their instrumentality, the fulness of the 
Gentiles will be brought in. 

Yours, &c 

* I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh.* Joel iL 28, 29. 
Pentecost was but the first-fruits of this harvest. 

''This will restore the Jews, and express the pennanent 
fistvour of God to them, in a manner never yet experienced ; 
as Esekiel declares, 'Neither will I hide my fy^ce m^ more 
fyoai them ; for I have poured out my sfnrit upon the house 
of Israel, saith the Lord.' Ezek. xsdz. 29." 



g3 



144 LETTER XI. 

brethren^ that ye should be ignorant .<6f 
this mystery, lest ye should be wi^e in 
your own conceits ; that blindness in part 
is happened to Israel, until the fulness of 
the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel 
shall be saved : as it is written. There shall 
come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall 
turn away ungodliness from Jacob : For 
this is my covenant unto them, when I 
shall take away their sins. As concerning 
the gospel, they are enemies for your 
sakes : but, as touching the election, they 
are beloved for the fathers* sakes. For 
the gifts and calling of God are without 
repentance. For as ye in times past have 
not believed God, yet have now obtained 
mercy through their unbelief: even so 
have these also now not believed, that 
through your mercy they also may obtain 
mercy. For God hath concluded them all 
in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon 
all." Any person, however strongly in- 
trenched in the opinion now under con- 
sideration, must allow that these passages 
state no more than that, when the Jews 
are converted, important advantages will 
accrue to the world in general, and that 
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themselves will be participators in the 
universal good. That any national bene* 
fits, or distinctions, beyond those enjoyed 
by all other converts, will result to the 
Jews in particular, must be the conclu- 
sion of mere inference. But as they are 
not to be enlightened generally, accord* 
ing to the Apostle, until the *^ fulness" 
(that is, the greater number if not the 
whole) ^' of the Gentiles be brought in," 
the phraseology *' life from the dead,'* &c* 
&c. cannot imply that their conversion 
will hasten the moral renovation of the 
world in general, but only that it will be 
the completion of that event. Their '* ful» 
ness" will crown the moral " riches" of the 
world, which their "diminishing" com- 
menced, and their reception will be the 
final triumph of the gospel over moral 
death — the resurrection of universal man 
in the image of his Maker, to the jubilee 
of unbeclouded truth.* The posteriority 



♦ " While some have thought the conyenion of the Jews 
the only work to he neglected in the conversion of the 
world, others, in return, have thought it the only work to 
be attended to; and mistaking time and occasion for 
causaUty, have misinterpreted the wo^ of Pauli as if they 




^ 



of their conversion to that of the world iii 
general, is just what the nature and ob- 
stinacy of their unbelief would lead ua to 
expect; and, though posterior, their con- 
version may nevertheless be perfectly 
gradual, though, most probably, not so 
painfully gradual as the work of con- 
version proceeds at present. Their con- 
tinuance as a nation, however, will be as 
improbable as it would be if their con- 
version were gradually effected before the 
rest of the world. 

For, converted in the midst of other 
converted nations^ unfettered by former 
prejudices, and warm with the first sweet 



asserted tliat the Jews were ta be the ii 
verting the world. " If the casting away of them," fi:c&c. 
TTie Jews who rejected Christianity, were certainly nether 
the causes nor the instrumeDts of the Gentiles receiving 
Cluistianity; but the time of the Jews rejecting Christ was 
the time of the Gentiles behig received into the church) 
and God toolt occasion, from their obstinacy, to shew mercy 
to the Gentll(!]i. If, tlieti, that aeaaon, irheu judgment vroa 
mingled with mercy, naa yet a season of such abounding 
grace as tliat the Gentiles should be received, what shall the 
time be, when judgment bremitted with regard to the Jews, 
but a time of unbounded mercy, iu which the uttennaal 
parts of the earth shall be saved, and the fulness of the 
Gentiles be brought in? — Douolas's AdyHincement of So- 
eiety, ^ ^. 
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love of brotherhood to all who bear the 
image of Jesus, their feelings will na- 
turally concur with the usual course of 
human affairs to annihilate their national 
distinctions, and to absorb them in the 
body of Christ. 

Considering that the apostle shews the 
general conversion of the Jews will not 
take place until after the rest of the world, 
or the greater part of it, have submitted 
to the gospel — that the above-cited pas- 
sages from the eleventh of Romans, say not 
a word respecting any national distinction 
to be conferred, — and the spirit of the 
arguments adduced to disprove the First 
Hypothesis, — the fair conclusion, it is pre- 
sumed, must be, that 

" The Scriptures teach us that the Jews 
shall be converted and be restored to the 
Divine favour, but not with any peculiar 
tokens of national distinction." 

The Third Hypothesis need not be 
examined particularly, its affirmation being 
necessarily implied in the previous con- 
clusions. I shall merely re-state it as the 
expression of my own bumble opinion, 
and the conclusion of the whole matter. 
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*' The Scriptures teach us that the Jews 
shall be converted, but aflPord no warrant 
for the opinion that they will be distin- 
guished, in any way whatever, after their 
conversion, from other people of the Chris- 
tian community." 

I shall only trouble you with one letter 
more ; in which it will be my aim to pre- 
sent a fair estimate of the doctrine in its 
tendencies f and to suggest a few hints that 
might possibly be useful to many who are 
zealously affected towards the house of 
Israel. 

Yours, &c. 
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An estimate of tlie doctrine in its tendencies. — Hints to such as 
are zealously a£fected towards the House of IsraeL — Official 
and public sanctions of the doctrine injurious to the Jews. — The 
employment of divinely appointed means for their conversion 
urged. — The principle of the Bible Society, and the avoidance 
of all disputable points recommended. — Conclusion. 



May 3f 1828. 

Mr DEAR Friend, 

Supposing the conclusion of my last 
to be (what indeed I conceive it to be) 
the plain truth of the matter, and sup- 
posing it to be the conclusion of every 
Christian in the world, what damage 
would the Jews sustain ? The writer can 
only answer for himself; but his answer^ 
if it were the universal one, would ensure 
to the Jews as great a share of sympathy 
in the rejection as in the belief of the doc- 
trine of their literal restoration. It must 
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nothing again ;*" and the supposition which 
involves the strongest appeal to the noblest 
principles of Christianity, possesses in that 
very appeal, presumptive evidence of its 
truth. If the truth of doctrines is to be 
judged of by their effects, what will be 
gained, upon such a test, by those wh6 
hold the doctrine of a literal restoration ! 
Will their opinion suggest any procedure 
beneficial to the Jews that is not suggested 
by the simple belief of their future con- 
version? Far be it from those who 
entertain this simple belief to be heedless 
of Israel's welfare ! No : remembering the 
glory that once pertained to them-^re- 
membering all the benefits iustrumentally 
derived from them, and, especially, that 
from them, as concerning the flesh, Christ 
came, '^ who is over all, God blessed for 
ever,*' they are '* beloved for the fathers' 
sakes ;" and the more abject their present 
condition, the more generously should we 
strive to soothe them in their exile, and to 
compensate them for their loss of temporal 
possessions. But let the efforts of Chris- 
tian charity be made intelligently — ^let the 
end contemplated be clearly understood^ 
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aad be pursued upon substantial grounds, 
and let the me^ns employed be suitable.* 
, Look at the wretched Jews — wretched. 



- f " TJie ChrisdaAs h^ve fallen jnto two opposite errors 
respecting them (the Jews) ; either a culpable indifference, 
and a want of that gratitude which was due to them for 
their fathers' sakes, ' of whom, as concerning the flesh, 
Christ came;' or, if any earnestness was felt about their 
state, it was accompanied with a total hopelessness of the 
efficacy of human means, since they seemed reserved in a 
miraculous manner, till some great moral revolution, be- 
yond the reach of man to accelerate, should occur." — 
Douglas's Advancement of Society in Knowledge and 
BeUffion. 

Dr. Bogue, faking of the comparative claims of the 
Society for the Conversion of the Jews and the Missionary 
Society, says of the supporters of the latter, " They consider 
that unspeakably most important, on account of numbers 
and external circumstances. Of one thousand millions of 
ii^habitants of the earth, nearly five hundred millions are 
Ignorant of the gospel. The Jews do not amount to above 
ihree or four millions. Those Heathens and Mahometans 
live in distant countries, and far from Christians ; the Jews 
are in the midst of Chi^tians, and have numerous oppor- 
tunities of acquiring knowledge of Christ Besides, if the 
Christians and ministers live where there are Jews resident, 
they might instruct them and preach to them with little 
trouble and expense. These, many consider, as the ^pr^nd 
legitimate means of converting the Jews, and that other 
methods which have been resorted to, instead of promoting, 
will retard the wished-for and glorious event" — Letter to 
the Bev, Lewis Way, cited in Dr. Bogue' » Memo^Sj recently 
pubUshed by Dr. Bennett. 
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this sole comfort ? I would make ^00 
allusions whatever to his expectatioim . n 
that subject^ either one way or the Dthext 
because^ if they w^re groundless^ I migiifi 
help to confirm him in error, if my viewv 
accorded with his own ; and should needri 
tessly assail his prejudices^ whether groiinit 
less or not, if I expressed an opinion ip 
opposition to them. I would attack M 
prejudice not directly necessary to hp 
removed ; but preaching only " J^ps/* I 
would leave the glories opened - by th^ 
truth, to their own eclipsing influence.* - 
Speaking now hypothetically, as we are, 
of the tendency of the doctrine, has not the 
holding out of secular advantages a tern- 
dency to divert the minds of the Jews from 
the first and main consideration in the 
estimate of truth, and to eclipse the light 
of heaven by the false splendours of earthly 
grandeur ? If, indeed, they are to be 
restored, then the doctrine, we mi^fat 

• " If the Jews can once be brought to reflect, it is im- 
possible but they must feel how untenable is their adherence 
to the Law of Moses, a dispensation which was strictlj 
local, and which their dispersion among the Gentiles has 
itself abr(^ated and rendered of none effect'* — Douqlas's 
Advancement of Society in Knowledge and Religion, 
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expect^ will present motives that may be 
wisely urged upon them for* their accept- 
ance of the gospel. But let us inquire 
into this^ and see how it places the Chris- 
tian preacher in respect to his Jewish 
hearen The preacher says, ** on your 
reception of the gospel, the prophecies 
referring to your restoration will be ful- 
filled, and your people will return and 
prosper in their own land." 

The Jew replies, '* When Messiah comes, 
then, indeed, J believe we shall be restored ; 
but urge me not by fallacious motives. 
Should I believe in the Nazarene, I should 
exclude myself from the kingdom of the 
trme Messiah, and shut myself out from 
participation in my nation's glory.** Thus, 
to the motives founded on the doctrine, the 
Jew is utterly impervious, through his 
disbelief of Christianity, and it would be 
altogether needless to urge them upon him 
when his disbelief is removed. Before the 
doctrine presented any motive to him to 
become a Christian, he would require 
evidence of the truth of Christianity, and 
when that shone upon his mind, he would 
ask no earthly motive to embrace it, and 

H 
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thus the doctrine, in either case, would be 
unfruitful of advantage. 

The Christian preacher, then, will waste 
his time by any reference to the supposed 
restoration. But, because this is the fact, 
he need not go to the other extreme, and 
violently assail the prejudices of his hearers 
by ill-timed allusions to the Saviour's 
humiliation. His humiliation and its ob- 
jects must be preached, and plainly too, but 
his present exaltation, and the future glory 
of his spiritual kingdom, should be like- 
wise dwelt upon ; and the once crucified 
man of Nazareth be exhibited as the uni- 
versal King to whom, eventually, " every 
knee shall bow, and every tongue confess." 

Now, suppose the preacher to be mis- 
taken in his opinion, that Israel will be 
restored to Palestine ; will not every allu- 
sion he makes to the subject, instead of 
quelling his hearer's enmity to the gospel, 
and softening his prejudice, have a direct 
tendency to confirm him in his disbelief, 
(as we have before intimated,) and to 
foster his false hopes, and at the same time 
his national pride ? It will do so thus. 
We have shewn it will furnish no motives 
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to him to embrace Christianity, but he has 
struck a chord that revives fallacious hopes 
and wild ambition ; and, in proportion to 
the skill of the preacher in depicting the 
future, are the worldly feelings of the Jew 
excited, and his heart hardened against the 
religion, which consists " not in meats and 
drinks, but in righteousness, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost." The zealous and 
faithful preacher of the crucified Jesus, 
may neutrahze all his annunciations by 
the false array with which they invest the 
King of Zion. 

But why should the risk of thickening 
the veil of Israel be incurred ? If the 
Jews are to be restored, it will not be 
till their conversion ; and the prospect 
of their restoration, however beautifully 
pourtrayed, will not convert them. The 
Saviour did not enjoin his disciples to 
urge this matter on their notice, but he 
did enjoin them to press on their atten-' 
tion the things belonging to their peace. 
All were included in the command, " Go 
ye, and preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture ;" and, with this unambiguous warrant, 
let those who believe, and those who reject 



59 1 



LETTER Xn. 



160 

the doctrine ofa literal restoration, combine 
in vigorous action, nor suffer themselves 



i 

^^^1 to be diverted by doubtful disputatwns, 
^^H I cannot but express a fear that many 

^^H persons have been deterred from affording; 
^^H their countenance publicly, to the exertions 
^^H made in behalf of the Jews, because of the 
^^H questionable and speculative matters that 
^^H have been allowed (from the best motives, 
^^H and in the most perfect sincerity, no doubt,) 
^^B to mingle with, and sometimes to charac- 
^^V terize those exertions. But if the object 
pursued were simply to promote the spiri- 
tual welfare of Israel, by such suitable 
means as their peculiarities suggest, surely 
the sympathy in their favour would be as 
, prevalent, as it is in favour of any other 

I class of unconverted men.* 



• " To speciUale concerning the maimer in which the 
Jews aluiJl he converted, and to be minutely particular as ta 
every circumstance wliicli will accompany thf ir return, is 
unwarranted alike by reason and by revelation, and tends to 
throw discredit on the Scriptures, by mixing such sick man's 
dreams with the oracles of truth. But every active exertion 
in favour of either the temporal or spiritual condition of the 
Jews, is truly Christian; auid is according to the mind of 
that Apostle, who, for the aake of his brethren, like Moaes, 
almost wished himself cut off from Christ, and blotted £am 
■the book of life."— DouoLis's Advancemait, &c. 
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The strength and usefulness of the Bible 
Society arise from its fundamental prin- 
ciple of circulating the Scriptures without 
note or comment. This ranges under its 
peaceful banner all who make the Scrip- 
tures the standard of tiieir faith ; and the 
darkest cloud that ever hovered in its 
firmament, was attracted by a mountain 
of Apocryphal formation. 

If all disputable points were carefully 
avoided in public addresses to the Jews 
and to their friends, and in all publications 
emanating from official sources, circulated 
wjtii a view to their information and in- 
struction, it is not too much to expect that 
very numerous accessions would be made 
to those who openly seek the peace of 
Jerusalem. As the subjects of peculiar 
prejudices and circumstances, the Jews 
must be met by a system of appropriate 
means ; and all the essential questions be- 
tween Jews and Christians may be wisely 
adverted to. But the restoration to Pa- 
lestine is not one of those essential ques- 
tions ; or, as we stated before, the New 
Testament, which is silent on the subject, 
is not a sufficient rule of Christian practice. 
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Indeed^ it has never been regarded as a 
disputed point between them at all ; for^ 
whatever ideas Jews or Christians may 
connect with the belief of Israel's restora- 
tion to the Divine favour f all unite in ad- 
mitting the doctrine as unquestionable. 

The believers in a literal restoration, and 
their opponents, join issue in the one grand 
truth, that before ^^ all Israel shall be saved/' 
those divine influences must be exercised, 
and that change produced in their hearts 
and understandings, without which neither 
Jew nor Gentile can inherit the kingdom 
of God. And, joining issue here, let them, 
as fellow-workers and helpers together with 
God, leave all minor points, and unite in 
lifting up the Son of Man, that the dying 
Jews may look and live. If a literal re- 
storation is to occur, the preaching of the 
cross, all allow, must first prove effectual ; 
and if it be not predicted, the preaching of 
the cross is still the work of Christian duty, 
and ''unto them which are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, 
and the wisdom of God." Let our faith 
pierce through the darkness of futurity, 
and, beholding the splendor of the day. 
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when the kingdom, and dominion^ and the 
greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven, shall be given to the people of the 
saints of the Most High, *^ whose kingdom 
is an everlasting kingdom ;" let the vows 
of God be upon us — ^* If I forget thee, 
O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her 
cunning : if I do not remember thee, let 
my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, 
if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief 
joy!" 

Yours, 

My D£AR Friend, 
&c. &c. 
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CONTAINING A SUMMARY OF WHAT THE WRITER SUPPOSES TO BE 

THE SCRIPTURE TESTIMONY 

CQNCERNINO THE 

FUTURE DESTINIES OF THE WORLD AND THE CHURCH. 
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The advocates for the doctrines rejected 
may, now that he has attempted to demo- 
lish one set of opinions, challenge the 
Writer to state his own. To accept such 
a challenge he has not the least objection ; 
but must impress it upon his readers, that, 
although his opinions should appear to be 
erroneous, or even be denumstrated to be 
so, his error in this case does not affect the 
validity of his objections in the former one. 
Whether the conclusions he may draw^ 
upon examining the testimony of Scripture^ 
concerning the future destinies of the 
world and of the church, involve a more or 
less plausible theory than the one rejected^ 
the latter, he conceives, must still be con- 
demned as extravagant and unscriptural. 
To state his views on the subject compen- 
diously, he believes that the present course 
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of things, as to the external circumstances 
of the world, will continue, only modified, 
in proportion as the truth prevails, to the 
end of time, and vicissitude and revolution 
characterize the affairs of individuals and 
empires. (Matt. xxiv. 38 ; 2 Pet. iii. 3, 4.) 
But the truth will advance until it has 
enlightened every region of the earth ; 
(Isaiah xi. 5; Hab. ii. 14,) and this, as 
effect follows cause. Truth has a tendency 
to self-propagation. It has been, on the 
whole, advancing from its earliest dawn to 
the present moment, and must go on ad- 
vancing until its triumphs be^ completje, or 
the Great Ruler proclaim that Time shall 
be no more. All truth must prevail, and, 
in its progress, the ills and inconveniences, 
as well as the vices connected with this 
mortal state, must be lessened. The des- 
potism of tyrants, and the defects of 
governments generally, as Christianity 
becomes diffused, (and its diffusion is a 
matter of inobstructible necessity,) will 
give way. The impediments, therefore, to 
the spread of truth, arising out of human 
misrule, will be removed. External cir- 
cumstances will consequently favour every 



APPENDIX. 16& 

plan of benevolence, and encourage every 
project of Christian zeal. Borne on the 
favouring gales of liberty, political, civil and 
religious, the everlasting gospel shall wing 
its way to every land ;* and, as it becomes 
more widely propagated, the Spirit will 
be more copiously effused. As Christians 
are multiplied, devotional exercises will be 
multiplied ; and the Spirit, more univer- 
sally implored, will more universally be 
granted. Piety will spread, and its fruits 
increasingly abound. Religion, morality, 
the arts, sciences, and commerce, will all 
be in the most favourable circumstances, 
and flourish accordingly, while '^ Holiness 
to thp Lord " shall be the universal motto. 
Every virtue will prevail, and, beneath the 
fostering influence of holiness, prudence, 
and industry, the earth will yield her 
increase, the substantial comforts of life 
abound, ^' God will bless us, and all the 



* Religion cannot flourish where religious liherty is not 

enjoyed The want of religious liberty in nearly 

all the countries of the world, is the grand hinderance of the 
propagation of the gospel at this day."— Ze^/er to the Rev. 
Lewis Way, by Dr. Boyue, died in Dr, Bogtiu^s Memoirs^ by 
Dr. Bennett. 
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ends of the earth shall fear Him." " And 
it shall come to pass in that day, the 
heavens shall hear the earth, and the earth 
shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the 
oil ; and the Lord will make a covenant 
for them with the beasts of the field, and 
with the fowls of the air, and with the 
creeping things of the ground ; and He 
will break the bow, and the sword, and 
the battle out of the earth, and will make 
the people to lie down safely." 

The proper direction of human talents 
and resources will provide, generally speak- 
ing, against the ills of life ; the general 
cultivation of the earth will leave few 
resorts for beasts of prey, and the preva- 
lence of universal love refuse nourishment 
to the principle of war. (Hosea ii. 18, 22-.) 
Yet, while human nature is less than per- 
fect, its condition, in regard both to holiness 
and happiness, must be less than perfect 
also. When the aggregate of crime is 
lessened, the sum of wretchedness, which 
owes its chief amount to sin, must be pro- 
portionately diminished. But death will 
still invade domestic peace. Vain imagi- 
nations and sinful actions will still discover 
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unregenerate hearts, and the saint shall still 
acknowledge this is not his rest, because 
it is polluted, and long to depart and he 
with Christ, which is far belter. Now the 
majority consists of such as are lovers of 
pleasure more than lovers of God ; then 
the majority will consist of those who 
love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. 
To the end of time the means of grace 
will be requisite, though now more espe- 
cially so, for the conversion of the un- 
godly. Let us " work while it is day."* 

When religion has thus advanced, the 
long-predicted " times of the Gentiles " 
will have arrived, when the foot of tyranny 
shall cease to trample on the soil of Pales- 
tine ; and Judea, with the rest of the 
earth, shall become " as the garden of the 

■ II is a dangerous error, paralyzing to CliriBtia:i zeal, to 
regard prophecy bb if it possessed some BupemBtural influ- 
ence in the production of the events it refers to. Prophecy 
is Uie rmce, not the power — ike Joreaghl, not the operation 
of God. It is for man to do whatsoever his hand findeth to 
do, and to do it with his might, and prophecy assures iiihi 
his labours shall not be in vain in the Lord. In this view 
of prophecy, there ia every thing to encourage 'liljgence and 
to cherish hope in the use of means, and, in proportion as 
Christians arc active in the field, may they calcnkte on 
die rieheB uid the end of the harvest. 
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Lord ;" its inhabitants^ whoever they be, 
a holy people^ zealous of good work&. 
Antecedently to this^ the Jews will Jiaye. 
turned to the God of their fathers^ and the 
literal descendants of Abraham haye been 
merged in the general assembly and eburoh 
of the first-born ; so that when the seed of 
Abraham is asked for^ the respondent shall 
answer, " if you seek the seed of Abraham, 
look around, behold all people have become 
the children of Abraham !" This pro- 
gression shall go on, without any serious 
interruption, or interval, any loosing of 
satan, any revival of popery, idolatry,, or 
infidelity, until opposition to the govern- 
ment of Christ shall cease ; and, '* in such 
an hour as they think not," the terminating 
day arrive, when, '^in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump, all 
who live shall be changed ; for the trumpet 
shcdl sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and the living shall be 
changed." At that quickening hour those 
which are alive and remain unto the comings 
of the Lord, shall not precede those which 
are asleep; for the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven, in like manner as he 
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went up personally, visibly, corporeally; 
but now with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God, 
and the dead in Christ shall be raised 
first. Then the living, being changed, 
and the dead in Christ raised, all shall be 
'^caught up together vaXhi him in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall 
we be ever with the Lord ; wherefore, com- 
fort one another with these words," nor 
perplex your own minds, or the minds of 
others, by vain disputations about where 
our glorified bodies shall reside, and what ' 
shall become of the earth we leave. There 
is a locality already somewhere suited to 
the condition of glorified bodies ; for Christ 
has risen and is become the first-fruits of 
them that believe. (Luke xxiv. 61.) But 
the day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night, in the which the heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up. " Seeing then that all 
these things shall be dissolved, what man- 
ner of persons ought ye to be in holy con- 
versation and godliness, looking tor and 
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hasting unto (in your anticipations and 
desires) the coming of the day of God, 
wherein the heavens being on fire shall be 
dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat. Nevertheless, we, according 
to his promise, look for new heavens and 
a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous- 
ness, Wherefore,*beloved, seeing that ye 
look for such things, be diligent that ye 
may be found of Him in peace, without 
spot, and blameless" — this is your grand 
and most important business. But if, when 
comforting yourselves with the divine pro- 
mise, you seek its full import, and inquire 
what the Lord means by "new heavens 
and a new earth," the necessity there is of 
understanding the import of his promise in 
order to enjoy it, sufficiently justifies your 
inquiries ; only pursue them " in the light, 
as children of the light." The following 
comparison of texts will prove that the 
Apostle employed the terms, '* new heavens 
and a new earth," only metaphorically and 
antithetically, as descriptive of that blessed 
condition in which the renovated ''creature" 
shall be no more " subject to vanity," but 
crowned with the full fruition of the hope 
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which was his solace here. *' We know 
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of God, 
an house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens." 2 Cor. v. 1. Now, if the 
Apostle really looked for *' a new earth" 
literally y he was of a diflFerent mind from 
St. Paul, who was '^persuaded'' that when 
his earthly house was dissolved, he should 
take up his eternal abode " in the heavens J* 
The patriarchs (Heb. xi.) are said to have 
" looked for a city, whose builder and 
maker is God ;" to have sought ^^ a better 
country, that is, an heavenlyT Is there 
not here an employment of language, 
without question metaphorical, that ought 
to satisfy us the '*new heavens and new 
earth" referred to by Peter, are neither 
more nor less than heaven ? The phrase, 
'^ new heavens," is nothing against this; for 
the Apostle could only allude to the ma- 
terial heavens, as that which should be 
dissolved ; and, as if reminding himself and 
his readers, that, amidst the dissolution 
of nature, the Church would stand secure, 
he contrasts, by a powerful and striking 
antithesis, the wreck of nature with the 
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'* hope which is in heaven," and finely de- 
scribes the latter as '^ new heavens and a 
new earth f not, like the former, liable to 
dissolution, but altogether separate from, 
and destitute of the malignant principle 
which leads to it — a state, *' wherein dwell- 
eth righteousness," and, therefore, perma- 
nent and indestructible. 

Then, when heaven and earth shall flee 
away, and the Son of Man shall come in 
his glory, and all the holy angels with him ; 
then shall he sit upon the throne of his 
glory, and before him shallbe gathered all 
nations ; the dead, small and great, stand- 
ing before God, and the books be opened ; 
and the book, which is the book of life ; and 
the dead shall be judged out of those things 
which are written in the books. The wicked 
shall go away into everlasting punishment, 
but the righteous to life eternah And the 
sea having given up its dead, and death 
and hell relinquished theirs, the judgment 
closed, and death and hell cast into the 
lake of fire ; then cometh the end, when 
Christ shall deliver up the kingdom to 
God, even the Father, and when all things 
shall be subdued unto him, then shall the 
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Son also be subject unto him that put all 
things under him, that God may be all, 
and in all. (1 Cor. xv. 52 ; 1 Thess. iv. 15, 
to the end ; 2 Peter iii. 10 — 14 ; Matt. xxv. 
31,46; Rev. XX. 12, 13; ICor.xv. 24, 
28.) 

Thus has the Writer stated what he has 
gathered from the Scriptures ; *' but of the 
times and seasons," agreeably to the divine 
intimation, he believes nothing can be 
stated positively without presumption. It 
is true that God has been pleased, in the 
prophecies of Daniel, to aflPord a clue by 
which the labyrinth of time might be traced 
to a certain extent. But although it has 
conducted to the verification of prophecy 
in past events, perhaps it would be unsafe 
to follow it upon precisely the same prin- 
ciples, in reference to any foture event. 
As ^' of that hour knoweth no man" exactly; 
so I believe no dependence can be placed 
on the assumed data upon which some 
would tell us the very year in which the 
angel shall swear that '* Time shall be no 
more." 

May the good Spirit of Truth direct his 
people in the path of duty, keep them 
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sober and vigilant^ zealous and faithful^ 
even unto death— the saints of the Most 
High be our companions now, and the 
" lot" in which we may " stand at the end 
of the days!"* 

• Dan. xii. 13. 



THE END. 
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